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Enneandria Heragynia, Linn. 


HERBE MULTISILIQUA SEU CORNICULAT&E. Rat. 


BuToMus UMBELLATUS. WATER GLADIOLE, . 
or FLOWERING RUSH. 
e 
Generic Character. 
Cal. o. Petala 6. Capſ. 6. polyſpermæ. Linn. 


Specific Character and Synonyms. 


BUTOMUS umbellatus. Linn. Syſt. Veget. ed. 14. Murr. p. 385. 
Sp. Pl. ed. 3. p. 532. Fl. Suec. ed. 2. p. 134. Hall, 
_ Hiſt. n. 1186. IIudſ. Hl. Angl. ed. 2. p. 174. 
Butomus, or Flowering-Ruſh. Lightfoot Fl. 
Scot. p. 211. Flowering-Ruſh, or Water- 
Gladkiols. + = : 
JUNCUS floridus major. Baub. Pin. p. 12. Threlk. Syn. 
 BUTOMUS Cz/. 553. Rar:. Syn. 273. The Flowering-Ruſh, 
| or Water-Gladiole. — | 
GLADIOLUS paluſtris Cordi. Ger. Herb. p. 27. f. 2. Water- 
| Gladiole. emac. ed. 2. p. 29. S | 
JUNCUS floridus. Park. Theat. p. 1197. The Flowering- 
| Ruſh. 


* * c 


We find this ſtately plant in and by the ſides of our watery 


ditches iſſuing from the Thames, as well as on the borders f 


the Thames itſelf, flowering from July to September: a few 
years ſince it was found growing in St. George's-Fields, but 
the buildings erecting on thoſe and other parts adjacent to the 
metropolis, now oblige us to go further in ſearch of this and 
many other curious plants. In the marſhes near Rotherhithe, , 
Deptford, and Blackwall, it is found in great abundance, 
although very ſcarce in many parts of Great-Britain. | 

Authors deſcribe a ſmaller kind, which can be no other than 
a local variety; a variety with white flowers is alſo mentioned, 
one purely ſo we never ſaw: it is not uncommon for the petals 
to vary in ſtrength of colour, and for ſome of them to be almoſt 
without any. We have had this plant grow well, and even 
flower, in a border of the garden, which was not very moiſt, 
and where its root was planted by miſtake. 5 

1 The 


The different ſhape of the Antheræ before and after the 
Pollen is diſcharged, obſervable in moſt flowers, is s here won 
derfully conſpicuous. 

Fiſh-ponds, or other pieces of water in which aquatic 3 
are deſirable, would derive great beauty from the introduction 
of this elegant native of our iſle; the handſome appearance of 
which did not eſcape our countryman, old GERARD, who 
deſcribes it thus : © The Water Gladiole, or graſſie Ruſh, of 
* all others is the faireſt and moſt pleaſant to behold, and 
« ſerueth very well for the decking and trimming vp of houſes, 
« bicauſe of the beautie and brauèrie thereof.” That accurate 
obſerver, Ray, deſcribes its nine ſtamina, although in his 
time they were not viewed in that conſequential light which 
they are in our preſent ſyſtems of Botany. It is the only 
plant of the claſs Enneandria which grows wild in this king- 
dom. Scarcely any fort of cattle feed on it. It is fo hardy 
as to bear the cold of Lapland. 
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Decandria Digynia, Linn. 
HERBR PENTAPETALE VASCULIFEREA. Raii. 


SAXIFRAGA GRANULATA, WHITE 
 SAXIFRAGE. 
Generic Character. 


Cal. 5-partitus. Or. z-petala. Capy. 2-roſtris, 1-locularis, poly- 


ſperma. Ln. 


Specific Character and Synonyms. 
SAXIFRAGA granulata foliis caulinis reniformibus lobatis, 
caule ramoſo, radice granulata. Linn. Syſt. 
Vegetab. ed. 14. Murr. Sp. Pl. v. 1. p. 576. 
FI. Suec. ed. 2.1. 372. Hudſon Fl. Angl. ed. 2. 
p. 182. Lightf. Scot. v. 1. p. 223. 
SAXIFRAGA folis radicalibus reniformibus, obtuſe dentatis, 
caulinis palmatis. Haller Hift. n. 976. 
SAXIFRAGA rotundifolia alba. Baub. Pin. zog. Raii Syn. 
| ed. 3. Pp. 354. White Saxifrage. 
SAXIFRAGA alba vulgaris. The Common White Saxifrage. 
| Park. Theat. p. 424. fig. 1. ; 
SAXIFRAGA alba. White Saxifrage. Ger. Herb. p. 693. J. 1. 
| Obſerve, p. 693. occurs twice by an error 
| of the preſs ; the firſt ſhould have been 683. 
emac. p. 841. J. 1. | 


2 


The root of this ſpecies of Saxifrage, by which it is chiefly 
propagated, affords the young Botaniſt a very good example 
of the Radix granulata, being compoſed of a number of little 

grains or bulbs connected together in cluſters by the fibres; 
ſome of theſe are ſolid and entire, not unaptly reſembling 
in ſhape the bulbs of onions, others ſpread open at top, and 
ſeem to be compoſed of a number of ſquamulæ or leſſer bulbs, 
and are often of a bright red colour: the upper part of 
the ſtalk, the foot-ſtalks of the flowers, and calyx, are co- 
vered with a kind of hairs which terminate in a viſcid globule, 
and which accompany many of the plants of this genus. The 
two ſtyles, which at firſt are ſhort, with a hollow ſtigma, 
quickly grow much longer, and the ſtigmata ſpread open, ſo 
that they reſemble in ſome degree a pair of modern tea tongs. 


This 


This plant does not occur ſo frequently with us as many 
ethers: Mr. HupsoN mentions it as common about Wandſ- 
worth; we have frequently gathered it in the fields about 
Peckham, and lately have found it in great abundance much 
_ nearer town, viz. in the fields called Lockfields,“ on the right-_ 
hand fide of Kent-Street-Road, at the back of and contiguous 
to Mr. Driver's Nurſery Gardens: it delights to grow in 
dry paſtures which have a gravelly bottom, flowers in May, 
and produces its ſeeds the month following. When double, 
it ſerves with many other Britiſh plants to ornament the gardens 
of the curious. | . 
The little importance it has in medicine it ſeems to owe 
to the doctrine of ſignatures, which has moſt unphiloſophically 
introduced a number of plants into our Materia Medica. As 
the root bore ſo great a reſemblance to little ſtones, it muſt 
of courſe be efficacious in the ſtone and gravel, for which 
diſeaſes it has been recommended, but there are no accounts 
of its ſucceſs to be depended on. If it does poſſeſs any medi- 
cal virtue, it would appear, from the taſte of the root, to be 
that of an aſtringent. | | 

In ſome of the drier parts of Batterfea Meadows, it may as 
yet be found in the greateſt profuſion, making the paſturage 
appear white with its bloſſoms ; the Ranunculus bulboſus affetts 
the ſame kind of foil, and it is not uncommon to ſee paſtures 
naturally not the moſt fertile, rendered of little value by theſe 
two plants. ; DE 

The Saxifraga granulata being a more local plant than many 
others, it has been uſual for thoſe who have treated of Britiſh 
herbs, to deſcribe its place of growth; the following accounts 
from ſome of our earlieſt writers are deſerving of notice, at 
leaſt as matters of curioſity. | Th 
GrRARD, whoſe Herbal was publiſhed in 1597, ſays, © The 
« White Saxifrage groweth plentifully in ſundrie places of 
« England, and eſpecally in a fielde on the left-hand of the 
* highway, as you go from the place of execution, called 
« Saint Thomas Waterings unto Dedford by London ; it 
« groweth alſo in the great fielde by Iſlington, called the 
« Mantels.” „ | 

1649—On the backeſide of Grayes Inne, where Mr. Lambes 
Conduit heade ſtandeth. Parkin. Theat. 

1667—Plentifully in Saint Georges fields. Merr. Pin. 
„  _T „„ 5 

A variety is mentioned by ſome authors having bulbs grow- 
ing in the alæ of the leaves. | g | 


* Theſe fields are now moſtly built on. 
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Diandria Monogynia. Linn. 
HE RB RU CTU $SICCO SINGULARI FLORE 
MONOPETALO. Matt. 


VERONICA SERPYLLIFOLIA THYME- 
LEAVED SPEEDWELL. 
T” 
Generic Character. 


Cor. Limbo 4-partito, lacinia infima anguſtiore. Cap/ula bilo- 
cularis. Linn. N | 


Specific Charafer and Synonyms. 


VERONICA ſerpyllifolia racemo terminali ſubſpicato, foliis 
ovatis glabris crenatis. Linn. Syſt. Vegetab. ed. 
14. Murr. p. 59. Sp. Pl. ed. 3. p. 15. H. 
Suec. ed. 2. p. 6. Scop. H. Carn. ed. 2. 
P. 12. Hudſon Fl. Angl. ed. 2. p. 4. Smooth 
Speedwell, or Paul s Betony. Lightfoot Scot. 
D. 1. P. 73. 

VERONICA caule eretto ; foliis ovatis, glabris, crenatis; 
petiolis ex alis unifloris, breviſſimis. Hall. 


Hift. n. 546. 
VERONICA pratenſis ſerpent. Bauh. Pin. p. 247. Threlk. 
Syn. 


VERONICA pratenſis minor. Park. Th. 551. 5. Small medow 
'  Speedewell. Raii Syn. ed. g. p. 279. Little or 
{ſmooth Fluellin, or Paul's Betony. 
VERONICA minor. Little Fluellen. Ger. Herb. p. 503. J. g. 
emac. p. 627. F. 3. 


BET ONICA Pauli. Turn. Herb. p. * * 


* 


The Veronica Jerpyll ;folia is one of the leaſt of the tribe 
growing wild in the vicinity of London; it occurs frequently 
in meadows, fields, by the ſides of paths, and ſometimes in 
gardens; affects a moiſt ſituation, with a n ſoil, and 
flowers from May to September. 


* PavLus EIN ETA, who onelye writeth of thys herbe, telleth no other 


good propertye of this herbe, but that it is good for the diſcaſes of the n. 
Turm. Herb, 
As 


As a medicinal plant it is not regarded in modern praQice. 

There is much delicacy and beauty in its bloſſoms, which, 
to be ſeen, requires a cloſe inſpettion. 

Its ſmall, round, ſmooth, and gloſſy leaves, readily diſtinguiſh 
it from the other ſmaller ſpeedwells ; theſe vary in ſize, and in 
being more or leſs notched, 
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Decandria Pentagynia, Lx. 


HERBXT PENTAPETALE VASCULIFEREA. Rail. 


Lycunis FLos Cuculi. MEA DOW LYCHNIS. 
1 . 
Generic Character. 


Cal. 3 oblongus, lævis. Petala 5 unguicalilia Limbo 
ſub-bifido. Cap. 5- -locularis. Linn. 


Spectfic Character and Synonyms. 


LYCHNIS Flos Cuculi petalis quadrifidis, fruttu ſubrotundo. 
Linn. Syſt. Vegetah. ed. 14. Murr. p. 435- 
Sp. Pl. ed. g. v. 1. p. 625. Fl. Suec. ed. 2. u. 408. 
Scop. Garn. v. 1. ed. 2. p. 311. Hudſ. Fl. Angl. 
ed. 2. p. 199. Meadow Lychnis, Pinks, Wild- 
Williams, or Cuckow-Flower. Lightf. H. Scot. 
= D. 1. p. 239. | 
LYCHNIS petalis quadrifidis. Hall. Hifi. v. 1. u. 921. 
CARYOPHYLLUS pratenſis laciniato flore ſimplici, five Flos 
Cuculi. Baub. Pin. 210. | 
LYCHNIS plumaria ſylveſtris ſimplex. Park. Parad. 253. 
Raii Syn. ed. p. 338. Meadow Pink, Wild- 
Williams, Cuckow-Flower. Threlk. Syn. 
SOHERARIA pratenſis mas et fœmina. Ger. Herb. p. 480. 
fig. 1. 2. Crowe Flowers, or Wild- Williams. 
emac. p. Y + 


þ 


Few plants can boaſt that variety of appellations which have 
diſtinguiſhed the preſent ſpecies of Lychnis ; it has been called 
Meadow Pink, Cuckow-Flower, Crow-Flower, Wild-Williams, 
Ragged" Robin, Kc. as a ſcientific term, Meadow Lychnis appears 
to us the moſt eligible. It abounds in moiſt meadows, where it 
flowers in May and June, and of courſe forms one of the man 
plants of which our meadow hay is compounded. Goats, 
ſheep, and horſes, are ſaid to feed on it.“ The uſe to which 
it is applied with us is altogether ornamental, the beauty of its 
flowers juſtly entitles it, with many other negletted Britiſh 


plants, to a place in the gardens of the curious, where we often 
kind it with double flowers. 


* LiNN, Pau. Suec. SCHREBER ſays, ab armentis non amatur. 


The 
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The ſingle ſort may be propagated either by ſeeds, ſlips, or 
roots, the ſeeds may be found ripe about the latter-end of 
June, by the ſides of ditches where the mower's ſcythe has not 
reached them; the double ſort will grow from roots or lips, 
but neither will ſucceed if the ſoil in which they are planted be 
not naturally moiſt, or kept ſo. We rarely meet with it grow- 
ing wild with double flowers, but frequently with white ones. 

The agreement between the blowing of flowers, and the 
periodical return of birds of paſſage, has been attended to from 


the earlieſt ages; before the return of the ſeaſons was exactly 


aſcertained by aſtronomy, theſe obſervations were of great con- 
ſequence in pointing out ſtated times for the purpoſes of agri- 
culture, and ſtill in many a cottage the birds of paſſage and 
their correſponding flowers aſſiſt in regulating 


« The ſhort and fimple annals of the poor; 


for this reaſon, no doubt, we have ſeveral other plants, that 
in different places go by the name of Cuckow-Flower : GERARD 


ſays, Cardamine —— — Ladies Smock) is the true 


Cuckow-Flower: SykKESPEAR's Cuckow Buds are of yellow 
hue ; by ſome the Orchis, Arum, and Wood-Sorrel, are all 
called after the Cuckow. EE, DE 
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Pentandria Monogynia. Linn. 


HERBERT FRUCTU SICCO SINGULARI FLORE * 
_MONOPETALO. Raitt. 


ConvoLVULUs SEPIUM. GREAT BiND-WEED. 
8 
Generic Character. 


Cor. campanulata, plicata. St igmata 2. Capſ. 2 locularis: 
loculis diſpermis. Linn. 2 0 


Specific Character and & Ynonyms. | 
CONVOLVULUS /epium foliis ſagittatis poſtice truncatis, 


pedunculis tetragonis unifloris. Linn. 
Syſt. Vegetab. ed. 14. Murr. p. 200. 
Sp. PI. ed. g. p. 218. Hl. Suec. ed. 2. 
p. 65. Scop. Hl. Carn. ed. 2. p. 141. 
Hudſ. Fl. Angl. ed. 2. p. 89. Great 
| Bind-Weed. Lightfoot Scot. v. 1. p. 140. 
CONVOLVULUS foliis ſagittatis, hamis emarginatis, angu- 
loſis; petiolis unifloris; ſtipulis cor- 

5 datis maximis. Hall. Hiſt. n. 663. 
CONVOLVULUS major albus. Baub. Pin. p. 294. Park. 
Th. 163. The Great White Bind- 
Weed. Kaii Syn. ed. 3. p. 275. Great 

| Bind-Weed. Threlk, Syn. 

SMILAX lenis five lævis major. Great Smooth Bind- 
| Weede. Ger. Herb. p. 712. emac. 


p. 861. F. 1. | 


—_——— 


—— 
— — 


The Convolvulus ſepium grows abundantly in our hedges, 
which it decorates with its bloſſoms in Auguſt and September : 
theſe are uſually diſtinguiſhed by their ſnowy whiteneſs ; abroad 
they are ſaid to be found of a fleſh and roſe colour; in the 
Iſle of Wight particularly we have obſerved them having a 
purpliſh tint, as well as in one or two places near town. 

To the Gardener it is well known as a moſt pernicious weed; 
nor is the Planter leſs intereſted in its extirpation, as it is the 
bane of hedges and young plantations ; even the quick-growing 
poplar it ſuffocates in its embraces : its roots creep under the 
earth, extending to a great diſtance : they are larger than thoſe 
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of couch graſs, and would be more eaſily extirpated, were 


they not remarkably brittle. 

My ingenious friend Mr. Cuunch, Surgeon, at Iſlington, 
who is well verſed in Britiſh Entomology, informs me that 
the caterpillar of the Phalena vibicaria, or Bloody-vein Moth, 
Clerc. Phal. pl. 3. f. 2. feeds on this plant; and the Sphinx 
Convolvulus, or Unicorn Hawk-Moth is well known to take its 
name from feeding on this genus allo ; hogs readily eat its 
roots. 

The plant which produces the Scammony is a ſpecies of 
Convolvulus, very ſimilar to that which we have now de- 
ſcribed ; hence Dr. CulLEN and ſome other phyſicians have 
conjettured that our Convolvulus might poſſeſs ſimilar qua- 
lities; but if it ſhould be found to contain ſuch, the ſmallneſs 


of its roots would prevent its juice from being collected in the 


ſame manner with that which flows on inciſion from the large 
root of the Scammony plant, and which hardens and forms that 
purgative ſubſtance. Whether an extract made from the 
expreſſed juice of the roots, or any other preparation of them 
would poſſeſs a purgative quality ; or if it ſhould, whether 
ſuch a purgative would be fo far ſuperior to any now in general 
uſe, as to introduce it defervedly into ee. is what we 
cannot pretend to decide on. 
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Decandria Pentagynia, Linn. 


HERBT MULTISILIQUE SEU CORNICULATE, Rai, 


SEpuM Acre. BITING SroxE-CROr, or 
WalI.-PEPPER. 
* 


Generic Character. 


* 


Cal. g- fidus. Cor. 5-petala. Squame nellariferæ 5, ad baſin 
germinis. 1 


Specific Charafer and Synonyms. 


SED UM acre foliis ſubovatis adnato-ſeſſilibus gibbis ereQtiul- 
culis alternis, eyma trifida. Linn. Syſt. Vegetab. 
ed. 14. Murr. Sp. Pl. v. 1. 619. Hl. Suec. 
ed. 2. u. 403. Hudſ. Fl, Angl. ed. 2. p. 196. Wall 

Stone-Crop, or Pepper. Lightfoot Fl. Scot. p. 235+ 
9. 1. 

SEDUM foliis conicis confertis, caulibus ramoſis ſummis 
trifidis. Hall. Hit. v. 1. 1. 966. 

SEMPERVIVUM minus vermiculatum acre. Bauh. Pin. 283. 

_ SEDUM parvum acre flore luteo. F. B. III. 694. Raii Syn. 

| 270. Wall-Pepper, or Stone-Crop. Threlk. Syn. 

ILLECEBRA minor ſeu Sedum tertium Dioſcoridis. Park. 
Th. 735- F. 7. + Wall-Pepper. : 

VERMICULARIS five Illecebra. Ger. Herb. p. 415. f. 

| Wall-Pepper. Minor acris. Ger. emac. p. 517. 1. 


— 


The Sedum acre grows very commonly on - houſes, walls, 
and gravelly banks, flowering in June; it continues but a 
ſhort time in bloſſom; but while it laſts, the brilliant yellow 
colour of its flowers communicates a gay appearance to the 
houſes and walls which are covered with it.“ 


It 


Its evergreen appearance alſo, joined to the readineſs with which jt grows, 
induces many of the inhabitants of London to keep it in pots, on the outſide of 
their windows, which, for the ſafety of foot-paſſengers, ought always to be per- 
ſectly ſecured : but there is a variety of this plant which has of late been intro- 
duced to the gardens, the tips of whoſe ſtalks, or rather the leaves at the extre- 
mity of the ſtalks, are of ſo bright a yellow, that from January to the time of 
its flowering, it looks exactly like a plant in bloom, and is frequently ſold to 
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It is regarded as a medicinal plant, and ſome writers extol 
it as poſſeſſing conſiderable virtues, while others, from the 
durability of its acrimony, and the violence of its operation, 


have thought it ſcarcely ſafe to be adminiſtered. Chewed in the 


mouth it has a very hot and biting taſte, whence its name of 
Wall-Pepper. Applied to the ſkin it excoriates, and exulce- 
rates it; taken internally it proves emetic and diuretic. 

The diſeaſes in which it has been chiefly recommended, are 
the Scurvy and Dropſy; in both of which, according to 
LinN&vus, it is an excellent remedy ; and ſome inſtances are 


brought of its efficacy in Cancers ; but theſe ſtand in need 
of further confirmation. 


the ignorant for ſuch : this variety of courſe is infinitely preferable to the com- 
mon ſort for ornamental e e after it has flowered, the yellowneſs of the 
leaves goes off, and it then looks like the common ſort; as winter approaches 
they become yellow again. | 
Lord LEWISsHAM, who honours Botany with his attention, informs me that 
this very variety grows on Hyde-Park wall, and} as he believes, in a wild ſtate, 
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Decandria Pentagynia. Linn. 


H ERB MULTISILIQUE SEU CORNICULATE. Raii. 


SEDUM ALBUM WHITE FLOWERED 
STONE-CROP. 
| N 
Generic Character. 


Cal. 5 -fidus. Cor. 5-petala. Squame nectariſeræ 5, ad baſin 


ge rminis. 


Specific Character and Synonyms. 


SEDUM album foliis oblongis obtuſis teretiuſculis ſeſſilibus 
patentibus, cyma ramoſa. Linn. Syſt. Veget. ed. 
14. Murr. p. 430. Sp. FN Gag. ed: 3. Ah 
Suec. ed. 2. u. 402. Scop. Fl. Carn. ed. 2. p. 324. 
v. 1. Hudſ. Fl. Angl. ed. 2. p. 196. White 
Stone-Crop. 

SEDUM caule glabro, foliis teretibus, 9 ramoſis, flo- 
ribus petiolatis. Hall. Hift. u. 

SEDUM minus teretifolium album. Baub, % 283. Rait 
Syn. ed. 3. p. 271. White-Flowered Stone-Crop 

| with round pointed leaves. | 

VERMICULARIS five Craſſula minor vulgaris. Park. Th. 


P. 734- J. 1. 
SED UM minus officinarum. Small Stone- Crop. G Herb. 


p. 413. fo 2. emac. p. 512. J. 2. 


The Sedum album may be regarded as one of the more rare, 

plants in the environs of London; it is found here and there 
on old walls, particularly on the chapel wall in Kentiſh-Town, 
where it has grown for many years ; alſo upon a wall on the 
left-hand fide of the road leading from Bromley to Dm 
Hall, in Middleſex.“ 

It has been thought to poſſeſs ſufficient beauty to recom- 
mend it as a garden plant, eſpecially for rock-work, on which, 
in pots, or in the open border, it will grow moſt readily, 
increaſing ſo faſt as to require 3 educing. 


of the houſes in Wal- 
The 


* If our memory 455 not deceive us, it co 
tham-Abbey, 


The name of album it aſſumes from the colour of its bloſſoms, 
which generally, however, have a tinge of red in them. It 
flowers in July: the round, and oblong ſhape of its leaves, 
readily diſtinguiſhes it from the other Stone-Crops. | 
HalLER informs us that it poſſeſſes all the virtues of the 
large Houſeleek, and that he has uſed the juice of it in ute- 
rine hemorrhages; but he does not inform us with what ſuc- 
ceſs : by way of cataplaſm, it is applied to the piles when in 
a painful ſtate, and is ſaid to have ſometimes been made the 
ſame ule of in Cancers with ſucceſs, | 
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Polyandria Polygynia. Linn. 


HERBX MULTISILIQUA SEU coRNICULATR. Naii. 


CALTHA PALusTRIS. MARSH-MARICOL p. 
* 
Generic Character. 


Cal. o. Petala 5. Nectaria 0. Capſ. plures, polyſpermæ. Linn. 


8 pecific Character and Synonyms. 


CALTHA 2 Linn. Syſt. Vegetab. ed. 14. Murr. p. 
Spec. Pl. ed. 3. p. 784. Hl. Suec. ed. 2. 
4 3 Hall. Hiſt. u. 1188. Hudſ. Fl. Angl. 
ed. 2. p. 245. Lightfoot Fl. Scot. v. 1. P. * 
A'*'chorra-ſhod. Gaulis. 

POP ULAGO paluſtris. Scop. Carn. ed. 2. u. 698. 
TUSSILAGGO altera five Farfugium. Matth. in Digſc. p. 846. 
CALTHA paluſtris flore ſimplici. Bauh. Pin. p. 276. 
POPULAGO Tab. Ic. 750. Raii Syn, ed. 3. p. 272. Marſh- 
| | Marigold. 

CALTHA paluſtris major, minor, et fl. multipl. Ger. Herb. 
pP. 670. fig. 1, 2, 3. Marſh- Marigolde. emac. 
817. 


P. 
CALTHA paluſtris vulgaris ſimplex et fl. pl. Park. Theat. 
P. 11. / > Parad. P. e 221. fo bis 


LINNæus informs us that the Caliba is the firſt flower which 
proclaims the ſpring in Lapland, and that it begins to blow 
about the end of May ; with us it uſually flowers in March 
and April; and laſt ſpring, 1775, this plant was found in bloſ- 
ſom in the month of February, ſo remarkably forward was the 
ſpring of that year. 

It grows in wet meadows, by the ſides of rivers, and in oſier 
grounds, where it makes a noble appearance, and when double“ 
is often cultivated in gardens, in which it will grow very 
readily, if the ſoil be moiſt, and the ſituation ſomewhat ſhady. 

In many parts of the kingdom children gather it to orna- 
ment their garlands on May-Day. 

We ſcarcely ever obſerved the leaves to be eaten by any 


animals, but the flowers are often injured by a ſpecies of 
Chryſomela. 


Found wild in this ſtate by Mr. Lawson. Raii Syn. 
| : HALLER 
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HALLER ſays that it is acrid and cauſtic, and yet, that it is 
eaten by kine. 


The flower-buds are pickled by ſome perſons and uſed as 
Capers. 


It is the only known plant of the genus. 


+ The latter is contrary to the obſervations of Lixx x us, and Dr. PulrNEY ; 
yet, GMEL1N aſſerts, that goats, ſneep, and even kine, = eat it with 1 impu- 
nity. Dr. BR VMA attributes this either to ſome peculiarity in the ſoil, or 


to their eating the plant when young; he obſerves, that kine naturally avoid 


it; but that, if by accident, or from the plants being mixed with other food, 
they have been deceived and eaten it, the worſt effects have enſued. Vid. S. J. 
Brugman's Di i. de plantis inutilibus ac venenatis Pratorum. 
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Tetradynamia Siliculoſa, Linn. 
HERBE . SILIQUOSE ET SILICULOSE. Rail. 


DRABA VERNA. VERNAL DRABA, or 
WIHITLOW- GRASS. 
Generic Character. 


Silicula integra, ovali-oblonga ; valvis planiuſculis, diſſepi- 
mento parallelis. SING nullus. Linn. aut breviſſi nus. 


i Specific Character and Synonyms. 


DRA verna ſcapis nudis, foliis ſubſerratis. Linn. Syſt. Vegi 
ed. 14. Murr. p. 585. Sp. Pl. ed. g. v. 2. p. 896. 
Fl. Suec. ed. 2. p. 22% Scop. Carn. ed. 2. b. 2. u. 
792. Hudſ. Fl, Angl. ed. 2. p. 278. * Scot. 


v. 1. P. 337. 
DRABA cauliculis nudis, foliis ſubhirſutis, ſubdenta. js. Hall. 
hift. v. 1. 1. 496. 
BURSA PASTO RIS minor loculo oblongo. Bauh. Pin. p. 
108. 


- PARONYCHIA vulgaris. Common Whitlowe-Graſs. Ger. 
Herb. p. 499. F. 1. emac. p. 624. f. 1. Raii Syn. 
ed. 3. p. 292. Common Wilen Graſs. 

PARONYCHIA alſines folio. Common Whitlow-Graſſe. 
Park. Th. p. 556. J. 3. Threlk. Syn. 


a — 


On walls, dry banks, and in barren fields, the white bloſſoms 
of this diminutive plant are very conſpicuous in the months of 
March and April, a ſeaſon when any kind of bloſſom is viewed 
with pleaſure. 

LIN N Us informs us, that in Smoland, a province of Swe- 
den, they ſow their rye when this plant i is in bloſſom, and that 
in the night time, and in wet weather, its flowers droop. 

It varies conſiderably in the breadth of its leaves, and in. 
their being more or leſs jagged, as well as formeries per- 
fealy entire; GERARD has figured the broad-leay'd variety, 
which is omitted in JounsoN's edition, and PRTIVER bas 
figured the one with leaves unuſually jagged; it varies alſo 
greatly in ſize, and Ruyeivs informs us, that he once gathered 

a ſingle ſpecimen ol it with double flowers. 


GERARD 


7 


GERARD calls it Whiteblow, and Nail-Wort ; PaRKIN SON, 
Whitlow-Wort: GalEN ſays, that Paronychia, or Whitlow- 
Graſs, has its name from its properties, for it heals whitlows : 
but commentators are much in doubt concerning the plant it- 
ſelf; from the account of the ancients, it appears that it is a 
different plant from what we are now deſcribing; ſome have 
fixed on Wall Rue (Aſplenium Ruta muraria) others on a 

plant reſembling Spurge ; ſuch is the confuſion that ariſes from 
lit imperfect gelcription. | 
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Pentandris Monogynia, Linn, 


H ERBE FRUCTU SICCO SINGULARI FLORE MONO=- 
.  PETALO, RNaii. 


HoTToNla PALUSTRIS. WATER HOTTONIA. 
: 
Generic Charader. 


Cor. hypocrateriformis. Stamina tubo corollæ impoſita. Cap. 
1-locularis. - Linn. 


Specific Charafter and Synonyms. 


HOTTON IA paluſtris pedunculis verticillato-multifloris. 
Linn. Syſt. Vegetab. ed. 14. Murr. p. 194. 
Sp. Pl. ed. 3. p. 208. Fl. Suec. ed. 2. p. 62. 
Scop. Fl. Carn. ed. 2. p. 137. Hud}. Fl. Angl. 
ed. 2. p. 85. Water-Violet. 

HOTTONIA florum verticillis ſpicatis. Hall. Hift. n. 632. 

HOTTONIA Boerb. Ind. Alt. P. 1. p. 207. Rai Syn. ed. g. 
Pp. 285. Water-Violet. 

MILLEFOLIUM aquaticum ſeu Viola aquatic caule nudo. 

| Bauh. Pin. Þ. 141. 

MILLEFOLIUM aquaticum floridum five Viola e 
Water Gilloflowers. Park. Theat. p. 125 

VIOLA paluſtris. Water-Violet. Ger. Herb. p. 688. — 


P. 826. fig. 1. 2 


This ſingular plant 0 in moſt of our watery ditches, 
particularly in ſuch as divide the meadows ng the 
Thames, and flowers in May and June. 

We do not find any author that mentions its poſſeſſing any 
properties to recommend it but its beauty and ſingularity, 
both of which it poſſeſſes in a degree ſufficient to command 
our admiration. | 

The leaves generally grow bee the ſurface of the water, 
and afford a nidus, if not nouriſhment, to the freſh-water Pe- 
riwinkle, and other ſimilar animals. 

The old Botaniſts gave it the name of Millefolium aqualicum 
and Viola aquatica ; the number of its leaves might induce 
them, with ſome propriety, to call it Millefolium, but why they 
ſhould call it a Viola ſeems difficult to determine, as the lower 


has 


has nothing in its ſtructure ſimilar to the flowers of that genus. 
BoERHAVE, ſtruck with the impropriety of theſe names, 

it called it Hottonia, in honour of Dr. Horror, which name 

' (al Linxnzvus has continued. 

Such as wiſh to introduce it as an ornamental aquatic, may 
eaſily obtain it at the cloſe of the ſummer, when the ditches 
become almoſt dry. | | | 
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| Polyandria Polygynia. Liun. 


HEeRrBE&A SEMINE NUDO POLYSPERME., RNaii. 


RANUNCULISs AcRISs. ACRID CROWFOOT. 
| 
Generic Character. 


Cal. 5-phyllus. Petala 5 intra ungues poro mellifero. Sem. 
nuda. | | 


-— Opecific Character and Synonyms. | 
RANUNCULUS acris calycibus patulis, pedunculis teretibus, 


foliis tripartito-multifidis, ſummis linea- 
ribus. Linn. Syft. Vegetab. ed. 14. Murr. 
p. 517. Ip. Ph ed. g. . % , 
Suec. ed. 2. p. 196. Scop. Carn. ed. 2. v. 


1. p. 398. Hudſ. Fl. Angl. ed. 2. p. 241. 


Upright Crowfoot. Lightfoot Scot. v. 1. 


1 9 55 p. 293. 190 
RANUNCULUS folus biefatis, ſemitrilobatis, lobis lateralibus 
bipartitis, folns caulinis ſemitrilobis. Hull. 
Hit n. 1169. ET 
RANUNCULUS pratenſis erectus acris. Bauh. Pin. 178. Raiz 
| Syn. ed. 3. p. 248. Upright Meadow 
Crowfoot. Threlk. Syn. | 5 
RANUNCULUS ſurrectis cauliculis. Right Crowfoote. Ger. 
| Herb. p. 804. emac. 951. | 
RANUNCULUS Batrachioides. Frogge Crowfoote. Ger. 
| aan po Bob. fo 
RANUNCULDJS pratenſis erectus acris vulgaris. 5 
The common upright Fielde Crowfoote. Park. Th. p. 329. 
: fig. 2. from Dodon. | 
RANUNCULUS pratenſis flore multiplici. 


The double yellow Field Crowfoot. Park, Parad. p. 221. f. 5. 


Cem en th. 


Moſt of the Crowfoots are acrid, and in ſome degree 
poiſonous, and the ſpecies here figured poſſeſſes this quality 


in a very conſiderable degree; hence, the old name of acris, 


which Linxnzus has continued; even pulling up the plant 
and carrying it to ſome little diſtance, we have known to 
produce a conſiderable inflammation in the palm of the perſon's 
hand who held it. Cattle in general will not eat it, yet ſome- 
times when they are turned hungry into a new field of graſs, 
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nately no deſcription. 


or have but a ſmall ſpot to range in, they will feed on it + 
and hence their mouths, as we have been credibly informed, 
have become ſore and bliſtered: when made into hay it 
loſes its acrimony, but is too ſtalky and hard to afford good 
nouriſhment. It ſhould ſeem therefore to be the intereſt of 
the Farmer, as much as poſſible, to root out this ſpecies, 
that its place may be ſupplied with better herbage. 

It grows too frequently in our rich moiſt meadows, and 
flowers in June and July : from long and repeated obſerva- 
tion, we have been led to conſider the exiſtence of this 
ranunculus as one of the beſt indications of a good ſoil for a 
meadow, and frequently have had cauſe to lament, that ſuch 


a plant ſhould occupy ſo large a part of it. 


The common people about town, and in many parts of the 
country, call this and the other yellow Crowfoots by the name 
of Butter Cups and Butter Flowers, and this name ſeems to 
have originated from a ſuppoſition, that the yellow colour of 
butter was owing to the cattle feeding on theſe plants, but that 
this ſhould be the caſe ſeems highly improbable ; certainly 
it can receive no good taſte from it. 

A variety of it with double flowers is cultivated in our 
gardens. Er + ; | 

Casr. Bavnin refers to Doponzus's figure of Ranun- 
culus hortenſis 2. for the acris, as do LIN N Rus and HALLER; 
Mr. LicaTtroor to fig. 2. in Ger. emac. 951. which is copied 
from the Ranunculus ſylveſtris 2. of Dopon. for the ſame plant, 
and which HALLER conſiders as the polyanthemos of Linn. 
but it may be doubted whether both the figures are not in- 
tended for the ſame plant; the deſcription of Dopox. Ran. 
Hylv. 2. accords very well with our acrzs, and the figure alſo 
is as expreſſive of it as the other, of which there is unfortu- 
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Polyandria Poiygynia, Linn. 


HERB & SEMINE NU DO POLYSPERMA. Naii. 


RANUNCULUS BuLBosUs. ROUND-ROOTED 
CrowroorT. 

2 
Generic Character. 


Cal. 5-Phyllus. Petala 5 2 5 * poro mellifero. Sem. 
nuda. | | 


Specific Character and Synonyms. 


RANUN CULUS bulboſus calycibus retroflexis, radice carnoſa 
| ſubrotunda. 
RANUNCU LUS bulboſuscalycibus retroflexis, pedunculis ſulca- 
| tis, caule eretto multifloro, foliis compokitis. 
Linn. Syſt; Vegetab. ed. 14. Murr. p. 517. 
Sp. Pl. ed. g. v. 1 p. 778. HH. Ince 
2. u. 504. Hudſ. Fl. Angl. ed. 2. P. 241. 
Bulbous Crowfoot, or Butter Cups. Lightf. 
Scot. v. 1. P. 292. Scop. Carn. ed. 2. v. 1. 


400. 5 
RANUNCULUS 3. ſubrotunda, foliis hirſutis ſemitrilobis, 
= lobis petiolatis acute ſerratis. Hall. Hiſt. 
v. 2. P. 74. 1. 1174. 
RANUNCULUS pratenſis radice verticilli modo rotundo. 


Bauh. Pin. 179. Threlk. Syn. 
RANUN CULUS bulboſus. Round-Rooted Crowfoote. Ger. 


Herb. p. 806. F. 6. emac. p. 953- J. 6. 
Rat Syn. ed. 3. p. 247. Round-Rooted, 
or Bulbous Crowfoot. 


RANUNCULUS bulboſus. Knobbed Crowfoot. Park. Th. 
p. 329. J. 5. Anglicus bulboſus fl. prolif. 


ejuſd. from Dydoneus. 


RANUNCULUS anglicus maximus multiplex. 
The Garden double yellow Crowfoot, or Batchelours Buttons. 
Park. Parad. P. 221. fig. 4. Root too i 


— i 


It has been doubted by ſome authors, eſpecially HALLER, 
whether the Ranunculus bulboſus and repens were not the ſame, 

to us they have ever appeared perfectly diſtin ; the b1/bo/us 
is diſtinguiſhed from the repens by ſeveral peculiarities, the 
principal of which are, its reflexed calyx, the turning back of 
which does not Gepend on * eiten circumſtance, but 
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ſolely on its particular eds ; Fi it be plucked off and held 


up to the light, the lower half of it will appear thin and almoſt | 


tranſparent ; hence, not having a ſufficiegt degree of ſtrength to 
ſupport icſelf, it is rellected downwards; the root in this ſpe- 
cies is round and ſolid, in the repens it is fibrous; the ſtalk 
of the bulboſus is never known to creep on the ground, which 
the repens always does in every foil and ſituation. 

As the Ranunculus acris is one of the worſt of weeds in our 
rich moiſt meadows, ſo the bulbous is found to be in drier 
paſtures, where the ſoil is a light ſandy loam, ſuch it chiefly 
affects, and from ſuch it is very difficult to extirpate it; for 
it not only increaſes by its roots, but by ſeeds alſo, which are 
uſually ripe and ſcattered before hay-making commences. 

This ſpecies blows earlier than either the upright or 
creeping Crowtoot, and 1s the ſecond flower which (next to 
the Dandelion) covers our meadows and paſtures with that 
delightful yellow which almoſt dazzles the eyes of the beholder. 

Like molt of the other ſpecies, it poſſeſſes the property of 
inflaming and bliſtering the ſkin, but more particularly the 
root, which is ſaid to raiſe bliſters with leſs pain and more 
ſafety than Spaniſh flies; and hence, where bliſters have been 
thought neceſſary, theſe roots have been applied for that 
purpole, particularly to the joints in caſes of the gout: on 
being kept, they loſe their ſtimulating quality, and are even 
eatable when boiled: HorrMax informs us, that beggars 
make ule of them to bliſter their ſkins in order to excite 
compaſſion; the juice of the herb is ſaid to be more acrid 
than that of the Ranunculus ms and if applied to the 
noſtrils will provoke lneezing. 

A variety of it with double flowers is common in the gardens, 
where it is known by the name of Batchelors buttons, a name 
by which the double variety of acris, as well as of acon7ifolins, 
and indeed of ſeveral other plants, is confuſedly called; this 
variety of the bulbgſus is very apt to become proliterous, in 
which ſtate it is figured by Dovoxnzus and ParxiNnsoN ; 
the latter, in his Theatr. mentions a variety with flowers, 
„ red like an orange.” 

Lets ſays, that in moiſt fat ſoils the root * wholly 
fibrous; we ſuſpect, that in ſuch ſituations he has found the 
hirſutus, having ever found the Sulbeſus to retain its radical 
character, even when cultivated in a moiſt ſoil, which however 
it ſeldom ſurvived many ſeaſons. 

GrRARD calls it round-rooted, which is a better term than 
bulbous, for ſuch it is not in fact. 
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Triandria Digynia, Linn, 
HERBT GRAMINIFOLIA FLORE. 1MPERFECTO 
; CULMIFERA. Nati. 
AIRA AgUATICA. WATER HalR-GRASS. 
© Generic Character. 


Cal. 2-valvis, 2-florus. Floſculi abſque interjeto rudimento. 
Linn, 1 5 | 


Specific Character and Synonyms. 
AIRA aquatica panicula patente, floribus muticis lævibus calyce 


longioribus, folus planis. Linn Syſt. Vegetab. ed. 14. 
Murr. p. 112. Sp. Pl. ed. 3. p 95. Fl. Suec. ed. 


2. P. 23. Scop. Hl. Carn. ed. 2. p. 66. 


Fl. Angl. ed. 2. p. 33. Water Hair-Graſs. Lightf. 
dea v. 1. . 9 | | 
POA locuſtis bifloris; glabris, florali gluma majori plicata, 
ſerrata. Hall. Hift. u. 1471. 
GRAMEN miliaceum aquaticum. Razz Syn. cd. 3. P. 402. 
Scheuch. Agroſt. p. 176. | 
GRAMEN caninum ſupinum paniculatum dulce. Bauh. 
| „ | | | 
GRAMEN exile tenuifolium Canariæ fimile five gramen 
dulce. A ſmall ſweete graſſe, like quich grafle. 
Park. Theat. p. 1174. 6. 5 


The ſame ſoil and ſituation which produces the Fr/tuca 


fluitans, is productive allo of this graſs; they both grow in 


gently-flowing ſtreams, or in wet boggy meadows: this cir- 


cumſtance may ſerve among others to diſtinguiſh the Ara 


aquatica from ſome of the Poas, with which at firſt fight the 
young Botaniſt might eaſily confound it; it has, however, 
beſides this, many other characters which point it out more 
obviouſly : the bottom of the ſtalk uſually creeps on the 
ground, and when it gets into the water, it runs out like the 
Feſtuca fluitans to a conſiderable diſtance, throwing off roots 
and young ſhoots as it paſſes along, very much in the manner 
of that graſs; the ſtalk grows about a foot or more in height, 
1s hollow and remarkably tender; the leaves are broader than 
thoſe of any other Poas, the Poa aquatica excepted, which is 
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in every reſpe& a much ſtronger plant; but that which more 
eſpecially characterizes this graſs, is the purple or blueiſh co- 
lour of its panicle, diſcernible even at a diſtance, and the 
very ſweet taſte of its leaves, whence one of its names, 
when dried and placed between papers, the flowers and 
ſeeds are very apt to fall off. . 

It flowers in June and July, and may be found almoſt 
every where in the ſituations above mentioned. 

With reſpe& to its uſes in rural economy, it is in every 
reſpect inferior to the Flote Feſcue-Graſs, conſequently not 
worth cultivating for the uſe of cattle. 

In a country like ours, where cultivation bas made a conſi- 
derable progreſs, the water plants are confined to a ſmall ſpace 
compared to what they occupied in a ſtate of nature ; the 


_ draining of bogs and lakes has rendered many large tracts 


in ſeveral parts of the kingdom capable of producing corn 
and graſs adapted to the uſe of cattle, which were formerly 


inacceſſible to man or beaſt. 


We ought not, however, to look on this or any other plant 
as made in vain, becauſe we do not immediately ſee the uſes 
to which it may be applicable; ſeveral ſorts of Water-fowl, 
which abound in uninhabited countries, are expert gatherers 
of the ſeeds of aquatic graſſes; and no leſs than five different 
ſpecies of Muſci or Flies, were produced from a few hand- 
fulls of the ſeeds of this graſs, which when J gathered it were 


doubtleſs in their pupa or chryſalis ſtate: how little do we 
now of Nature's produttions! 
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Tetrandria Monogypnia. Linn. 


HER BRT CORYMBIFERIS AFFINES. Rail. 


Diepsacus PiLosUs. SMALL WILD TEASEL, 
or SHEPHERD'S ROD. 


3 
Generic Character. 


Cal. communis polyphyllus, proprius ſuperus. Recept. palea- 
ceum. Linn. 


Specific Character and Synonyms. 


DIPSACUS piloſus foliis petiolatis appendiculatis. Linn. 
Syſt. Veget. ed. 14. Murr. p. 143. SP. Pl. ed. 
3. P. 141. Hudſ. Fl. Angl. ed. 2. p. 61. Small 
Teaſel. Lightfoot Scot. v. 1. p. 113. 

DIPSACUS foliis biauribus, capitulis bene Hall. 

F. v. % #0. © 

| DIPSACUS ſylveſtris capitulo minore vel Virga paſtoris mi- 
nor. Bauh. Pin. p. 385. 

VIRGA PASTORIS. The Shepherd's Staffe. Park. Theat. 

p. 984—4. | 

DIPSACUS lee altera. 3. Ger. Herb. p. 100k. © 

DIPSACUS minor ſeu Virga paſtoris. Sheepheard's Rod. 
Ger. emac. 1168. f. 3. Raii Syn. ed. g. p. 192. 
Small wild Teaſel, or Shepherd's Rod. 


This 1 of Teaſel ſo obviouſly aiſtinguiſhed from the 
others by the Imallneſs of its heads, and the appendages at the 


baſe of the leaves, may be conſidered as one of our Plante 


rariores; hitherto I have found it only in one place near town, 
viz. on the right-hand fide of the turnpike-road leading from 
. New-Croſs turnpike to Lewiſham, not far from the latter; as 
it grows to a conſiderable height, it is conſpicuous at a dil- 
tance ; the flowers appear in July, and the ſeed is ripe in 
September; it continues to blow for a conſiderable time ; and 
did not the plant take up ſo much room, there is beauty 
enough in its flowers to recommend it for the garden : we 
have obſerved it in many other parts of the kingdom, and 
generally by hedge ſides in moiſt ſituations. 


Moths ſeem very fond of its bloſſoms, being found on them 
in great numbers after ſun ſet. 
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Diadelphia Decandria, Linn. 
HERBÆ FLORE PAPILIONACEO SEU LEGUMINOSAE. Rail, 


ERVUM TETRASPERMUM.. $woorn-PoppeD 
Tixz-Takr. 


| © 
Generic Character. 
Cal. 5-partitus, longitudine corollæ. 
Specific Character and Synonyms. 


ERVUM tetraſpermum pedunculis ſubbifloris, ſeminibus glo- 
boſis quaternis. Linn. Sy. Vegetab. ed. 14. 
Murr. p. 665. Sp. Pl. ed. 3. p. 1039. Fl. Suec. 
ed 2. u. 055. con FL Carn. ed. 2. u. goa. 
Hudſ. Fl. Angl. ed. 2. p. 320. Smooth Tare. 
Lightf. Scot. p. 397. Little ſmooth Tare. 

VICIA foliis linearibus, filiquis gemellis glabris. Hall. Hit. 
v. 1. u. 42g. 

VICIA ſegetum, ſingularibus ſiliquis glabris. Bab. Pin. 345. 

CRACCA minor ſiliquis ſingularibus, floſculis cæruleſcen- 

- tibus. Hoffm. C. H. Alt. Raii Syn. ed. g. p. 322. 
Tine-Tare with ſmooth Pods. 


VICIA ſylveſtris. Strangle Tare, Tine, or wild Fetch. Ger. 


Herb. P. 1052. ft. 2. 


Great-Britain produces only two ſpecies of Ervum or Tine- 
Tare, both of which are moſt commonly found in our corn- 
fields, often to the great detriment of the huſbandman, as by 
their tendrils they lay hold of the corn, and if the ſeaſon 
prove particularly favourable to their growth, quite over- 
power and choke it. 

They are both annuals, and extremely productive in point 


of ſeeds ; on one plant of the zezraſpermum, which I caſually 


pul'ed up, I counted 220 pods, and as each pod contains four 


ſeeds, there muſt have been from a ſingle ſeed the amazing 
produce of 880. 

Both of them flower in June, and ripen their ſeeds in July 
and Auguſt. 


Our 


Our figure is intended to repreſent the plant as it grows 
among corn; when it is found by itſelf in a poor ſoil it is 
often much leſs. 3 ; 

Our excellent friend, and no leſs excellent Botaniſt, 
Mr. Wooywarvp, once ſhewed me a ſmall variety of this 
plant, which he found on a poor gravelly foil near Cambridge, 


moſt of whoſe pods contained from five to ſeven feeds. 


At firſt fight this ſpecies bears a conſiderable reſemblance 
to the hir/utum ; in what reſpett it differs, vid. Erv. hirſut. 
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Ervum hirsutum 
Dub by W Curter S* Geo: Creſcent l, , 92 


Diadelphia Decandria. Linn. 


HERBK FLORE PAPILIONACEO SEU LEGUMINOSAE. MRait. 


ERvuM HIRSU TUM. ROUGH=-PODDED 


TiINE-T ARE. 


O 
Generic Character. 


Cal. 5-partitus longitudine corollæ. 


Specific Character and Synonyms. 


ERVUM hirſutum ſeminibus globoſis binis. Linn. Syſt. Veg. 
IP. ed. 14. Murr. p. 665. Sp. Pl. ed. g. p. 1039- 
Fl. Suec. ed. 2. n. 656. Scop. Fl. Carn. ed. 2. 
n. 901. Hudſ. Fl. Angl. ed. 2. p. 321. Hairy 
Tare. Lightfoot Scot. p. 398. Little Hairy 
Tare. | 

VICIA foliis linearibus, faliquis racemoſis diſpermis hirſutus. 

| Hall. Hiſt. u. 422. | 
VICIA ſegetum cum faliquis plurimis hirſutis. Baub. Pin. 


N. 345- 
CRACCA minor. Kiv. Ir. Tetr. Ic. Raii Syn. ed. 3. p. 322. 
Small wild Tare, or Tine-Tare. | 


 ARACHUS five Cracca minor. The leſſer wilde Vetch, or 


| Tare. Park. Th. p. 1070. 
VICIA ſylveſtris five Cracca minima. Small wilde Tare. 
| Ger. emac. p. 1228. F. 5. 1 


This ſpecies of Tine-Tare, which at firſt ſight bears ſo great 
a reſemblance to the Ervum tetraſpermum, grows like that too 
frequently among corn, to which it is in general more deſtruc- 
tive, as being a ſtronger and more prolific plant; in wet 
ſee ſons we have ſeen whole fields of corn overpowered and 


_ deſtroyed by it. 


* 


It differs from the tetraſpermum in a variety of particulars; 
firſt, the leaves are not pointed as in that ſpecies, but appear as 
if cut off at the end, the midrib only running out to a ſhort 
point, which although a material circumſtance, is not noticed b 
Murr Ex in his figure of it, vid. Fl. Dan. ic. 639; ſecondly, 
the ſtipulæ are divided into many more ſegments, the flowers 
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are much ſmaller, of a paler hue, and grow many together in 
a kind of cluſter; whereas in the fetraſpermum they uſually 
hang in pairs ; and laſtly, which ſeems to be the beſt diſtinction, 
when the plant is far enough advanced to perceive it, the 
ds are rough, and contain two ſeeds in each, while 


in the ſetraſpermum they are ſmooth, and contain four 
feeds. 
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Diandria Monogynia. Linn. 
HEA rRUC TU SICCO SINGULARI FLORE 
| MONOPETALO. Raii. 


VERONICA AGRESTIss PROCUMBENT 
SPEEDWELL. 
% © | 
Generic Character. 


Cor. Limbo 4-partito, lacinia infima anguſtiore. Cap. bilo- 
cularis. 


ſpecific Character and Synonyms. 


VERONICA agreſtis floribus folitariis pedunculatis, folits 
cordatis inciſis petiolatis, caule Fieunen 
Fl. Lond. 

VERONICA agreſtis floribus ſolitariis, foliis cordatis incite 
pedunculo brevioribus. Lins. Syſt. Vegetab. 
ed. 14. Murr. p. 60. Sp. Pl. ed. 3. p. 18. 
Fl. Suec. ed. 2. p. 7. Scop. Fl. Carn. ed. 2. 
p. 21. Hudſ. Fl. Angl. ed. 2. p. 7. Germander 
e or Chickweed. Lightfoot Scot. v. 


. 
VERONICA cls 5 follis petiolatis, ovatis, cre- 
natis. Hall. Hiſt. v. 1. u. 549. 
VERONICA floribus ſingularibus, in oblongis pediculis, 
| | Chamædryfolia. Germander Speedwell, or 
Chickweed. Rai Syn. ed. 3. p. 279. 
' ALSINE Chamadrifolia floſculis pediculis oblongis infidenti- 
bus. Bauh. Pin. p. 250. 
: ALSINE foliis triſſaginis. Germander Chickweede. Ger. 
Herb. 492. f. 1. emac. p. 616. f. 1 
ALSINE folio triſſaginis Germander-leaved Chickweede. 
| Park. Th. P. 764. | 


» —— 


Students are apt to confound this ſpecies of Veronica with 
the arvenſis; this ariſes in ſome degree from their ſimilarity 
to each other, but more, perhaps, from the ſimilitude of their 
Latin and the ambiguity of their Engliſh names: to prevent 
in * * ee this confuſion, we have taken the liberty of 


altering 


altering the Engliſh name of Germander Speedwell, or Chick- 
weed, to that of procumbent Speedwell, in order that it may 
thereby more readily be diſtinguiſhed from the ſpecies above 
mentioned. | 

The ftalks-of the agreſtis are uſually procumbent, and it is 
found generally in gardens; whereas the arvenſis has an up- 
right ſtalk, and with us is found moſt commonly on walls. 
Beſides ſuch obvious diſtinctions, theſe two plants differ con- 
ſiderably in many other reſpetts; in the arvenſis the leaves 
are ſeſſile, in this they are placed on footltalks ; in the arvenſis 
the flowers are ſeffile, in this ſpecies they likewiſe are placed 
on footſtalks; and a difference ftill more remarkable, or at 
leaſt more curious, exiſts, which ſeems not to have been at- 
tended to, viz. the largeneſs and roundnels of the ſeed-veſſels, 
and the particular ſtructure of the feed. In moſt of the Speed- 
wells the ſeed-veſſel is heart-ſhaped, and even in this ſpecies 
it retains ſomewhat of that form, although each of the cavities 
is Jarge and round; and, if we examine the form of the ſeeds, 
we ſhall not wonder at this particular conſtruction, for each 
ſecd, inſtead of being Imall and flat as in moſt of the others, 
is large, convex on one fide, hollow on the other, and wholly 
different in its appearance; this peculiarity of ſtruture ſhews 
what inconſtancy there is in the parts of fruftification, and 
how improper it would be to found a genus on the particular 
form of any one of them, ſince thoſe which are in general 
the moſt uniform, are ſubject to ſuch uncommon variatjons; 
the number of ſeeds in each capſule is generally about 12, 

- Lixnxzvs fays 8, Scorori from 16 to 20. | 

This ſpecies grows in arable grounds, and frequently in 
gardens, varying with white bloſſoms, and flowers through 
moſt of the ſummer months. No particular virtues or uſes 
are attributed to it. | 
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Diandria Monogynia, Lin. 
HERBA FRUCTU $ICCO SINOGCULARAITTLORE 
MONO PETALO. RKaii. 


VE RON ICA CHAMEADRYS GERMAN DE R- 
LEAVv'Db SPEEDWELII. 
Generic Character. 
| . Limbo 4-partito, lacinia. infima anguſtiore. m bilocu- 
. 5 


Specific Geral and Synonyms, 


VERONICA Chamedrys racemis lateralibus, foliis ovatis ru- 
goſis dentatis ſeſſilibus, caule bifariam piloſo. 
Linn. Syſt. Vegetab. ed. 14. Murr. p. 60. Sp. 
Pl. ed. 3. v. i. p. 1. ll ed 8. 
Scop. Fl. Carn. ed. 2. bs. 14. Hudſ. Fl. Angl. 
ed. 2. p. 6. WO Speedwell, or Germander. 


Lightf. Scot. v. 1. p. 74. Wild Germander. 
VERONICA foliis cordatis . hirſutis, nervoſis, ex 


alis racemoſa. Hall. Hiſt n. 536. 
VERONICA Chamædrys ſylveſtris dicta. Wild Germander. 
Raii Syn. ed. g. p. 281. | | 
CHAMADRYS ſpuria minor rotundifolia. Bauh. Pin. 249. 
CHAMADRYS ſpuria ſylveſtris. Common Wild Germander. 
| Park. Th. p. 1 7. 
CHAM EDRYS {ylveſtris. Wilde Germander. Ger. Herb. 


P. 530. A. 4. eMac. p. 657. F. 3. Threlk. Syn. 


— 


The flowers of this Veronica are the bene and moſt ſpe- 
cious of the genus growing vild in this country; many plants 
with leſs _— are cultivated in our gardens with the greateſt 
care. 


The leaves have been recommended by ſome writers as a 
{ubſtitute for thoſe of Tea. 


It bears a conſiderable reſemblance to the Veronica montana, 
but differs from it eſſentially in the peculiar hairineſs of its 
ſtalks, the ſize and ſhape of its ſeed-veſlels, and the number 
of flowers which it bean on its racemi. Vid. Veron. montau. 


When 
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When growing wild, the leaves are uſually ſeſfile or placed 
on very ſhort footſtalks ; when cultivated, they become larger 
and the footſtalks longer: at the cloſe of ſummer, the leaves 
at the extremities of the ſtalks are frequently found collected 
into a very hairy white knob, which Linxzvs has alſo ob- 


ſerved; on opening one of theſe, I found two or three inſects 


in their pupa or chryſalis ſtate, which moſt probably would 
have produced ſome ſpecies of fly. 

This is an early blowing plant, and grows very commonly 
on dry banks, under hedges, in orchards, and paſtures; putting 
forth its bloſſoms of a gallant blue colour, as GERARD de- 
ſcribes them, in May and June. 

The ſtalk on its upper part does not always produce aire 


| * on each fide, as LIN NES deſcribes it, and In not 


therefore in all caſes be ſolely relied on. 


Pentandria Monogynia, Linn. 
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SOLANUM DULCAMARA Woopy 
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NIGHTSHA D E. „ [LkE 
h | ak Ed þ 
| Generic Character. 1 
Cox. rotata. Anthere ſubcoalitæ apice poro gemino dehil- | 
centes. Bacca 2-locularis. | | 2 |} 
Specific Character and Synonyms. | | | 
SOLANUM Dulcamara caule inermi fruteſcente flexuoſo, | 
foliis ſuperioribus haſtatis, racemis cymoſis. 4 
Linn. Syſt. Vegetab. ed. 14. Murr. p. 223. 1 
Sp. Pl. ed. g. p. 264. R. cd. 2. Þ. 7h 1 
Scop. Carn. ed. 2. p. 161. Hudſ. Fl. Augl. 3 
| ed. 2. Pp. 93. Lightf. Scot. v. 1. P. 145. f 
SOLANUM caule flexuoſo fruteſcente; foliis ſupremis tri- i 
partitis et cordato-lanceolatis, Hall. Hiſt. 3 
| le. 575. 1 i 
SOLANUM ſcandens ſeu Dulcamara. Bauh. Pin. 167. 1 
SOLANUM lignoſum ſeu Dulcamara. Wood Nightſhade. 1 
35 Par. Theat. 349. #506. 8 * 
AMARA DULCIS Bitter ſwete. Ger. Herb. p. 279. f. emac. I 
338. | | | 
DULCAMARA Threlk. Syn. =_ 


— — 


—— 


The woody Nightſhade has been commended as a medicine 
for many diſtempers, by the old Botaniſts, in their uſually 
laviſh manner; but PAREKINSON ſays, he found the juice of 
it prove a very churliſh purge. Linxnzvus prefers an infu- 1 
ſion of the ſtalk of this plant to any of the foreign woods, 4 


as a cleanſer of the blood, and recommends it in inflammatory I 
fevers, obſtructions, the itch, and rheumatiſm; and to render 1 
the knowledge of plants as extenſively uſeful as poſſible, he 1 
does not think it beneath him to remark, that the Swediſh 1 
peaſants make hoops of its ſtalks to bind their wooden cans. 1 
Ray informs us, that the inhabitants of Weſtphalia, who are 


ſubje to the ſcurvy, make uſe of a decoction of the whole 
plant, as their common drink, with ſucceſs againſt that diſ- 
„ | _ 
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Foyt ſays, that thirty berries of this Nightſhade killed a 
dog in leſs than three hours, and remained undigeſted in his 
ſtomach ; as theſe berries, from their reſemblance, may happen 


by miſtake to be eaten for currants by children, it may not 


be improper to remark, that in ſuch a caſe, it would: be ad- 
viſable to pour down inſtantly as much warm water as poſſible, 


to dilute the poiſonous juice, and provoke vomiting, till fur- 


ther. aſſiſtance can be had. 

Goats and ſheep are ſaid to fed on this climber, but our 
other cattle, viz. kine, horſes, and ſwine, refule it. 

It grows plentifully in moiſt hedges, and blows from July 
to Auguſt; its ſcarlet berries are ripe in September and 
October; it is ſometimes found with a white flower and with 
variegated foliage, in which latter ſtate it is highly ornamental, 
but ought not to be kept in gardens on account of the poiſon- 
ous quality of its berries: like the Convolvulus ſepium, it 
is a plant of powerful growth, and ſhould be carefully weeded 
from ſuch hedges as are training up to form fences. 

It varies greatly in its place of growth, (we have found it 
even on walls) and in the ſhape of its uppermoſt leaves, which 
are ſometimes entire and ſometimes more divided than our 


figure repreſents; the whole plant differs alſo in the hairineſs 


of its ſtalks and leaves; DILLENIVs figures an African variety 
with fleſhy leaves. In this ſpecies, at the baſe of each ſegment 
of the corolla, which is of a beautiful purple, are two green 
ſpots, and the antheræ are more cloſely united than in moſt 
others. 
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Octandria Trigynia, Linn. 
HERR FLORE IMPERFECTO SEU 8STAMINEO (VEL 
APETALO POTIUS). Raii. 


PoLYGONUM AVICULARE. BIRDS Po- 
LYGONUM, or KNoT-GRaASS. 
OY 
Generic Character. 


Cal. o. Cor. ;-partita, calycina. Sem. 1. angulatunt. 


Ae Character 2nd Synonyms. 
POLYGON UM aviculare floribus octandris trigynis axillari- 


bus, foliis lanceolatis, caule procumbente 
herbaceo. Linn. Syſt. Vegetab. ed. 14. Murr. 
2 378. Sp. Pl. ed. 3. p. 519. Fl. Suec. ed. 
2. P. 128. Scop. Carn. ed. 2. v. 1. p. 280. 
Hudſ. Pl. Angl. ed. 2. p. 171. Common 
Knot-Graſs. Lightfoot Scot. v. 1. p. 208. 
POLYGONUM procumbens, foliis linearibus acutis, floribus 
ſolitariis. Hall. Hiſt. u. 1560. 
POLYGONUM latifolium. Baub. Pin. 281. TIN 
| POLYGONUM mas vulgare majus. The greater Common 
Knot-Graſs) Part. b. Þ. 44% + © 
Threlk. Syn 
_ POLYGONUM mas vulgare. Common Knot Graſſe. Ger. 
| Herb. p. 481. Je. 1. emac. 565. fig. 1. Rait 


Syn. ed. 3. p. 146. 


Thoſe plants which have been obſerved to be eaten by 
cattle, have often obtained the name of Graſs, although they 
have not borne the leaſt ſimilitude to thoſe which are real 
graſſes, and the preſent plant is one of thoſe. Cattle in ge- 
neral are fond of it, and hogs in particular eat it with great 
avidity; the ſeedsꝰ afford ſuſtenance to many of the ſmall 
birds, eſpecially towards winter when they cannot profit by 


* Avide quzruntur ab aviculis vere, autfimno, et hyeme ; inde paſſerum ager, 


qui nec ſerunt, nec in horrea colligunt, quos tamen ic alit eorum Creator. Lin. 
Fl. Suec. ed. 2. p. 128, 


the 
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the wes of the huſbandman, whence it has acquired the 


name of aviculare. The caterpillar of the Phalena rumicis 


(with us the Knot-graſs moth) I have frequently found feeding 
on its leaves, although it is by no means confined to this 
plant ; and the Chry/omela polygoni 1s ANT inſect to which 
it affords nouriſhment. 

This ſpecies of Polygonum may be ores as one of 
our.moſt common plants; it delights to grow in a ſandy or 
gravelly ſoil, on banks, and by the ſides of roads and paths; 
being of quick growth and ſpreading a great deal of ground, 
it often covers whole fields, which by the turning in of cattle 
have had their natural coat of graſs deſtroyed. 

Where a plant of this ſpecies happens to grow ingly In a 
rich ſoil, it will often cover the ſpace of a yard or more in 
diameter, and the leaves become broad and large ; but when 
it grows very thick together by the ſides of paths, it is in every 
reſpe ſmaller, and the ſtalks are more upright. It is ſub- 


Jett, like moſt other plants, to ſeveral varieties; and of theſe 


are the Polygonum brevi anguſtoque folio, and oblongo anguſtoque 
folio of C. Bavnine, and as ſuch the naritimus moſt pro- 


bably may be regarded. 


The ancient writers conſidered it as poſſeſſing ſome medical 


virtue, particularly as an aſtringent, and it is by them re- 


commended in diarrhzas, dyſenteries, bleeding at the noſe, 
and other hemorrhages; but, in the preſent practice, ſeems 
juſtly ſuperſeded by more efficacious remedies. 
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Syngeneſia Polygamia Aequalis, | Linn. 


HER BX FLORE COMPOSITO, NATURA PLENO LACTESCEN= 
TES. Raitt. | 


LEONTODON TARAXACUM. Common 
DANDELION. 
1 
Generic Character. 


Recept. nudum. Cal. imbricatus ſquamis laxiuſculis. Pappus 
plumoſus. 5 | | 


Specific Character and Synonyms. 
LEONTODON Taraxacum calyce ſquamis inferne reflexis, 


foliis runcinatis denticulatis lævibus. Linn. 
Syſt. Vegetab. ed. 14. Murr. p. 715. Sp. 
Pl. ed. g. p. 1122. Hl. Suec, ed. 3. . 
270. Hud}. Fl. Angl. ed. 2. p. 339. 
L.igbiſoot Scot, v. 1. p. 432. 
HEDYPNOIS Taraxacum. Scop. Fl. Carn. ed. 2. f. 2. p. 99. 
TARAXACUM calycibus glabris, ſquamis imis reflexis. 
| hi all. Hiſt. n. 56. | 
DENS LEONIS latiore folio. Baub. Pin. p. 126. Threlk. 
| Vo 
HEDYPNOIS major. Fuch/. > 
DENS LEONIS vulgaris. 3 Dandelion. Park. Th. 
| 1. 
DENS LEONIS. * Herb. p. 228. f. 1. Dandelion. 
| Emac. p. 290. L 1. Raii Syn. ed. g. p. 
170. Dandelion. 


2 


— 


3 


The term common is ſtrictly applicable to this ſpecies of 
Dandelion, ſince it is found in moſt ſoils and ſituations, from 
the moiſt fertile meadow, to the dry and barren wall, in 
paths, courts, areas, and, in ſhort, wherever there is earth 
fufficient to make the ſeeds vegetate. When it has taken 
root, if the ſoil be favourable to its growth, it is deſtroyed 

. vith the greateſt difficulty; though the crown of the root be 
repeatedly cut off by the hoe, freſh leaves will ſpring forth, 
ſo that it cannot be got rid of but by extirpation ; it does 

35 not 


[ not however ſtrike ſo deeply into the earth, but the plough 
| cafily effects this; yet when done, in ſpite of all our caut on, 
ll. ſeeds wafted from afar will reintroduce the plant, eſpecially in 
wo land appropriated to paſture ; there is ſome conſolation how- 
| ever in knowing that this plant is not ſo unfavourable to 
agricultural purpoſes as has been generally ſuppoſed, ſo much 
the reverſe indeed, that it may probably at ſome future period 
be deemed worthy of cultivation, particularly as an early 
ſpring food for cattle, which ſeems to be ſuch a defideratum— 
it puts forth abundance of foliage early in the ſpring, and 
bloſſoms the beginning of May; at this time it covers our 
meadows with a beautiful yellow coat, which as it advances into 
ſeed it changes for a white one. | 
Its value as a ſpring ſalad herb is not ſo generally known 
in this country as it deſerves, ſome perſons are much attached 
to it, and the inhabitants of Spitalfields in particular, many of 
whom, being deſcended from French families, who forſook 
their native country for one more favourable to religious 
liberty, ſtill retain the peculiar cuftoms of that people in their 
diet, &c. they blanch or whiten it as the gardeners do Endive, 
and the inferior claſs generally uſe the fimple proceſs of laying 
a tile on it; for whatever excludes the light from this or any 
other plant will make it become white, all plants deriving 
their colours from the fountain of light the fun, and it is 
remarkable that plants containing bitter and acrid juices ſhould 
by this proceſs be rendered mild, ſweet, and agreeable. _ 
To have Dandelion in perfection for the table, we ſhould 
tranſplant carefully good ſtrong roots of it into the garden in 
autumn, ſetting them in a row about a foot apart; in the ſpring, 
when vegetation appears, cover each plant with a garden pot, 
this will be no impediment to its growth, and will at the lame 
time blanch it effectually ; thus it is that Endive is treated in 
many. parts of France, and with more ſucceſs than in the 
common way of tying it up, which in wet ſeaſons often caules 
it to rot. Birds, particularly thoſe of the Fringilla tribe, as 
the Linnet, Goldfinch, &c. are remarkably fond of the ſeeds 
of this plant, and you cannot treat them with a greater de- 
licacy. 7 | | MT 
Hogs and many other animals moſt readily eat its roots, 
and I remember that one of my men in digging up a piece 
[ of ground in autumn, diſcovered a conſiderable hoard of them, 
1 collected for a winter ſtore, as I had good reaſon to think by 
the Mus arvalis, or ſhort-tail'd Rat. | 
Like all other plants, we find the Dandelion vary in fize 
according to foil and fituation, and ſuch is the yariation of 
ey”, | MD its 
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its foliage, that you will on the ſame ſpot ſcarcely find two 
plants alike, the leaves in ſome being almoſt entire, in others 


divided to the midrib; it is liable fometimes to produce a 


broad flat ſtalk, and laſt year we ſaw one ſtem which had two 
complete flowers on its ſummit, this we conſidered as a great 
curioſity, its fiſtular ſtem of little ſubſtance, and its reflexed 
calyx will diſcover it under all its diſguiſes. | 

As a medicinal plant, the Dandelion is thought to poſſeſs 
conſiderable virtues, and has been frequently made uſe of in 
obſtructions of the viſcera, particularly the jaundice: ſome 
recommend the juice; others, a decoction of the whole plant. 
It appears to operate chiefly by urine, and from poſſeſſing 
this property in a conſiderable degree, it has acquired its 
vulgar name of Piſs-a-Bed, its other and more common 
name ſeems to be a corruption of the French term Dent de 
Lion. | 

The young Botaniſt generally finds ſome difficulty in ac- 
quiring a clear idea of the ſtructure of compound flowers like 
the preſent, occaſioned by the minuteneſs of the parts of 

fructification, which however are much larger and more con- 
ſpicuous in this than in many others of the claſs Syngeneſia, 
and therefore a proper flower for him to begin with. 

On examining a flower of the Dandelion, he will find that 
it is not a double flower, properly ſo called, as he might be led 
to think from its fulneſs, but that it is compoſed of a great 
number of florets or leſſer flowers placed cloſe together on one 
common receptacle, or bottom, and encloſed by one com- 
mon or general calyx. On diffetting each of theſe florets, he 
will find it to conſiſt of a Corolla or Petal, which at bottom is 
tubular, but towards the extremity flat; that from the inſide 
of the bottom or tubular part of the Corolla five Filaments 
ſpring, which are {mall and ſhort, yet looſe and unconnetted ; 
that theſe Filaments are furmſhed with Anthere, which unite 
together and form a long ſlender tube, the inſide of which 1s 
covered by the Pollen they ſhed ; beneath the Corolla is placed 
the Germen or future ſeed, from which the She or middle part 
of the Piſtillum ſprings, and paſſes up through the middle of 
the flower, betwixt the Filaments, and through the tube formed 
by the union of the Antheræ, where, as it paſſes through, it 
comes in contact with the Pollen or impregnating duſt; this 
Style terminates in two S{;gmata, which roll back after paſſing 
the tube formed by the union of the Antheræ; at a little 
diſtance from the Germen the lower part of the Style is ſur- 


rounded by numerous upright hairs, which are the future 
Pappus or down. 
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Such he will find to be the appearance of the parts of 
fructification in a full-blown flower. 
Thoſe parts of the flower which were more immediately or 
more remotely neceſſary to the impregnation of the ſeed, 
having now performed their office, decay ; the Corolla with 
the Stamina and upper part of the Piſtillum drops off, the 
ſeed becomes larger, the lower part of the Piſtillum remains, 
is elongated, and becomes the footſtalk of the Pappus, and 
the ſeed as yet immature, with the Pappus as yet moiſt, are 
all encloſed and preſſed by the Calyx into a conical form; 
this is its appearance in its ſecond ſtate. | 
The fructification ſtill going forward, the ſeed becomes 
ripe and brown; the . Pappus, now deprived of its moiſture, 
expands itſelf every way, puſhes back the Calyx and aſſumes 
a ſpherical form, the ſeeds fitted for vegetation, and, thus 
expoſed, are carried away by the firſt ſtrong wind, and 
« a new race planted far from their native foil.” : 
Such then is the curious proceſs which nature makes uſe 
A in the perfecting and diſſemination of this and ſimilar 
plants. 
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| Decandria Pentagynia. Linn. 
Hen zz PENTAPETALE VASCULIFERE. Rail. 
BB Cerasrium Agvaticum. MaRsH CERAS“ 
. TIUM, or Mousk-EAR CHICKWEED. 
Generic Character. 


Cal. 5-phyllus. Petala bifida. Capſula unilocularis, apice 
dehiſcens. | 85 | 
Specific Character and Synonyms. 
CERASTIUM aguaticum foliis cordatis ſeſſilibus, floribus 
| ſolitariis, fructibus pendulis. Linn. Syſt. 
Vegetab. ed. 14. Murr. p. 436. Sp. Pl. 
ed. 3. v. 1. p. 629. Fl. Suec. ed. 2. u. 4130 
Hudſ. Fl. Angl. ed. 2. p. 202. Water 
Teraſtium. Lightf. Scot. v. 1. p. 242. 
STELLARIA aquatica. Scop. Fl. Carn. ed. 2. v. 1. p. 319. 
ALSINE foliis ovato-cordatis imis petiolatis; tubis quinis. 
= Hall. Hit. u. 885. 
ALSINE aquatica major. Baub. Pin. 251. 
ALSINE major repens perennis. F. B. 3. 362. Raii Syn. 
cd. 3. p. 347. Great Marſh Chick weed. 
ALSINE aquatica five paluſtris major. Park. Th. p. 1259. 
_ | fig. 1. The greater water or Marſh Chick- 
. | weede. Threlk. Syn. Ro, 
ALSINE paluſtris. Mariſh Chickweede. Ger. Herb. p. 491. 
F. 11. d 8 
ALSINE major. Great Chickweede. Ger. Herb. p. 488. 
| | F. i. % Þ. Ok © be | 


Several of our modern and moſt celebrated ſyſtematic 

| Botaniſts ſeem very much divided with reſpett to what genus 
this plant ſhould belong. HALLER makes it an Ain, or | 

Chickweed; Scorort, a Stellaria, and Linnzavus, a Ceraſ< © | 

tium. We ſhall not pretend to decide who. is moſt in the 1 

right, but only obſerve that its general habit or appearance x 

and the form of its ſeeds might induce HALLER to conſider | 

it as an Alſiue; the ſhape of its petals with the ſtrudture of 


its 


Its ſced-veſſels would juſtly Scor6Lr in calling it a Stellaria: 
while the number of Jes ſtyles. might lead Linn zvus to place 
it among the Ceraſtiums. To us it appears to have the greateſt 
natural affinity with the Alfine media, or common Chickweed ; 

it is true LIN N vs ranks that plant among thoſe which have | 
five ſtamina, yet it is frequently obſerved to have more, and 
the ſtructure of the flower evidently ſhews it to be formed for 
having ten, and thoſe flowers which have not that number 
may be conſidered as imperfe. The ſeeds of theſe two 
plants are ſo ſimilar as ſcarcely to be diſtinguiſhed from each 
other, and their ſtalks are procumbent, brittle, and ſtringy; 
indeed they frequently reſemble one another ſo nearly as to 
oblige the young Botaniſt to have recourſe to the very dif- 
ferent ſize of their flowers, or the peculiar hairineſs of the 

Chickweed's ſtalk to diſcriminate them. 

Ibis plant grows, but not very generally, in moiſt laces, 
on the banks of rivers, and by ſtreams of water, and flowers 
in july and Auguſt. 

Scoro ui aſſerts that the 2 of this kind afford axcellent 
| food for kine. 
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+ Euphorbia 
Hehoscopia : 


r Trigynia, Linn. 


HE RB VASCULIFERE FLORE * ww twanginlde 


ANOMAL&. Raii. 


EUrRHORBIA HELIOSCOPIA. SUN SPURG E, 
or WART-WoRr. 
i 7 | 
Generic Character. 


Cor. 41. 5 .petala, calyci inſidens. Cal. +-phyllus, Venerol 
Cap. tricocca. | 


Specific Character and 8 
EUPHORBIA Helioſcopia 1 quinquefida trifida dicho- 


toma, involucellis obovatis, foliis cunei- 
formibus ſerratis. Linn. Syſt. Vegetab. ed. 
14. Murr. p. 453. Sp. Pl. ed. 3. p. 658. 
v. 1. Fl. Suec. n. 425. Hudſ. Fl. Angl. 
ed. 2. p. 209. Sun Spurge, or Wart-Wort. 
| Lightf. Scot. v. 1. p. * | 

| TITHYMALUS helioſcopius. Scop. Fl. Carn. ed. 2. n. 


TITHYMALUS fb petiolatis ſubrotundis ſerratis, ſtipulis 
rotundis ſerratis. Hall. Hift. v. 2. P. 10. 

. | 
TITHYMALUS helioſcopius. Baub. Pin. 291. Park. Th. 
P. 189. f. 13. Sunne Spurge. Ger. Herb. 
P. 401. fig. 2. emac. p. 498. J. 2. Raii Syn. 
ed. 3. P. 313. Sun Spurge, or Wart-Wort. 


In ſpeaking of the Euphorbia 8 we had occaſion to 
take notice of the difficulty which Students in Botany find 
in inveſtigating the Claſs and Order of this genus, and en- 
deavoured to make it eaſier for them; in this plant the parts 
of fructification are ſomewhat larger, and it differs, as has 
been obſerved from the other Spurges, in having its leaves 
finely ſerrated: in its acrimonious quality it is 9 to 

ew; 


few; it has often been applied to warts for the purpoſe of 

deſtroying them, whence one of its names ; but great care 

ſhould be ufed in its application; for my friend Mr. WILLIA 
 WavesLL lately informed me of a cafe which fell under his 
notice in the Iſle of Wight, where from the application of 
the juice of this Spurge to ſome warts near the eye, the 
whole face became inflamed to a very great degree. 

It is very common in gardens and cultivated ground, flow. 
ering during moſt of the ſummer. 
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 Tetradynatnia Siliquofa, L777. 
HERBK TETRAPETALE SILIQUOSE ET SILICULOSE. Raii. 


* 


O 
Generic Chara#er. 


ARAB IS THALIana. COMMON WALL-CRESS. 


Glandule neRariferz 4, ſingulæ intra calycis foliola, ſquame 
_ inſtar reflexæ. | : 


Specific CharaFer and Synonyms. 


ARABIS thaliana foliis petiolatis lanceolatis , integerrimis. 

Linn. Syſt. Vegetab. ed. 14. Murr. p. 599. Sp. 

Pl. ed. 3. p. 929. Fl. Suec. ed. 2. p. 235. Hud. 

Fl. Angl. ed. 2. p. 292. Common Wall-Creſſe. 

| Lightfoot Scot. v. 1. p. 358. Thales Creſs, or 

Codded Mouſe-Ear. H. Lond. Fol. Podded 

Wu“. 8 5 | 8 

ARABIS foliis radicalibus petiolatis ovatis dentatis, caule 
ſubnudo ramoſo. Hall. Hift. n. 452. s 

BURSA PAST ORIs ſimilis ſiliquoſa major, et minor. Baub. 
| „„ BY | = 

TURRITIS vulgaris ramoſa. Tourn. I. R. H. 224. Rait 

Syn. ed. g. p. 294. Codded Mouſe-Ear. 
BRASSICA ſpuria minima, foliis hirſutis et glabris. Rai? 
| Syn. ed. 2. 166. 

PILOSELLA filiquoſa minor. Thal. Harc. 84. f. 7. J. D. 

PARONYCHIA major et altera minor. Park. Th. p. 556. 
no fig. The greater and leſſer Whitlow-Wort. 


* 
énn.. 


At firſt fight this plant in its more luxuriant ſtate, forms 
ſome reſemblance to the Shepherd's Purſe, and when ſmall 
may be overlooked or miſtaken for the Draba verna, eſpecially 
as It grows in ſimilar fituations ; but by its ſlender pods it may 

readily be diſtinguiſhed from them both. 

Me have it frequent enough on our walls, and ſometimes 

on dry ground about town, and it may be found in great 
abundance on the top of the wall, which is on the ſouth fide 
of Greenwich-Park, while the bottom of it is at the ſame 
time beautifully ornamented with the Geranium cicutarium, 
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It flowers in March and April, and the Seed is ripe in 


May 5 


No particular virtues or uſes are aſcribed to it. Py 

Like all other plants (which is a circumſtance that cannot 
be too often inculcated into the mind of the young Botaniſt) 
it varies very much in ſize, ſometimes being not more than 
an inch or two in height, and at other times more than a foot. 
The Glandulæ nefarifere, often found at the baſe of the 
ſtamina, in the plants of the claſs Tetradynamia, and which, 
according to Linxnzvus, form the chief character of the genus 


Arabis, are in this ſpecies ſo very minute as ſcarcely to be diſ- 
cerned with a magnifier. : 
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Decandria Pentagynia. Linn, 
HerBA rr ASPEN LG VASCULIFERE. Rail. 
LYCHNIS D1o1ica. RED CAMPION. 
| Ws. Be 
Generic Charager. | 


Cak.. 1-phyllus, oblongus, lævis. Petala 5, unguiculata : 
Limbo ſubbifido. Cap/. 1-locularis. Linn. 


Specific Character and Synonyms. 


LYCHNIS divica floribus dioicis. Linn. 25 Vegetab. ed. 14. 


Murr. p. 436. Sp. Fl, ed. 3. Þ- 086. 
Suec. ed. 2. u. 411. Hud. 2 Angl. ed. 2. 
p. 199. Lightf. Scot. v. 1. p. 240. Scop. 
Carn. ed. 2. p. 311. 
LYCHNIS floribus ſexu diſtinctis. Hall. Hiſt. u. gag. 
LYCHNIS ſylveſtris five aquatica purpurea ſimplex. Bauh, 
Fe. v06. -- 72 
LYCHNIS ſylveſtris flore rubro. Park. Theat. p. 631. 
 LYCHNIS ſylveſtris rubello flore. Ger. Herb. p. 382. . 1. 
Red wilde Campion. emac. p. 468. 1. Naii 


Syn. ed. g. p. 339. Red- Howered wild Campion. 
Threlk. Syn. 


OCYMOIDES purpureum multis. 7 B. III. P. 343. 
LYCHNIS ſylveſtris flore pleno rubro. Red Batchelours 
Buttons. Park. Parad. p. 254. 255. J 6. 


— 


— — 


Moſt of the plants of this genus produce both Stamina and 
Piſtilla in the ſame flower, but in this ſpecies we ſee a remark- 
able inftance of the playful inconſtancy of nature, who ſeems 
to ſpurn the fetters of ſyſtematic diſtinction and laugh at man's 
attempt of ſubjecting her to particular rules; for here the 
Stamina and Styles grow on ſeparate plants, yet they are 
placed by Linxzvus in his claſs Decandria. What could he 
have done in this caſe ? had he placed it under Dzoecia he 
would have ſeparated plants evidently of the ſame genus ; ſtill 
however it may be ſaid he would have made the inveſtigation 
ol it eaſier t to the botanic ſtudent, nor would it have been the 
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only inſtance in which he has diſunited plants nearly ſimilar, 
as in the Anthoxanthum and Holcns, both graſſes, yet the one 
is placed among the triandrous, the other among the polyga- 
mous plants. 

The ſpecies here figured grows abundantly in moiſt, ſhady 
ditches, under hedges, frequently in woods, and flowers In 
May and June. | 

It ſometimes, but very rarely varies with white flowers, 


ſuch a variety we demonſtrated to our pupils laſt ſummer near 


Biſhop's Wood, Hampſtead ; the one which is ſo frequent in 


corn-fields, and on banks with white bloſſoms, is a perfectly 


diſtinct ſpecies, which we have called alba, and which it is our 
intention to figure and particularly ſpecify in ſome future 
number of the folio Flora: Lixxnzus informs us in his H. 
Sec. that he had found the dioica with hermaphrodite flowers; 
fuch inſtances we believe are very rare. 

The red Campion in its double ſtate is a very common 
plant in our gardens, producing its large ſhewy bloſſoms during 
moſt of the ſummer ; there is alſo a double fleſh-coloured 
variety of it, much leſs common, the double white belongs to 
the alba, all theſe are called by the Gardeners about town 
Batchelors Buttons, a name which ſeems more properly to 
belong to ſome of the double- flowering Crowfoots, the acris 


and aconitifolins. 
The Aurelians, as they ſtyle themſelves, or thoſe who colle@ 


Inſeats of the Moth and Butterfly kind, frequently catch the 


Sphinx Porcellus, or ſmall Elephant Hawk Moth, on the flowers 
of this plant in the evening where it grows in abundance. 

The ſeeds are liable to be eaten within the ſeed-veſſel in 
July and Augaſt, by a Caterpillar, which produces a browniſh 
coloured Moth, not figured, nor I believe hitherto noticed by 
any entomologiſt. 
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Dioecia Enneandria. Linn. 


H ERBE FLORE IMPERFECTO, SEU STAMINEO (VEL 
APETALO POTIUS.) MARati. 


MERCURIALIS PERENNIS. Docs MERCURY, 
Generic Charager. 


| Maſe. Cal. 3-partitus. Cor. 0. Stam. 9. J 12. Anthere 
globoſæ, didymæ. | 


Fem. Cal. g-partitus. Cor. o. Styli 2. Cap/. dicocca, | 
2-locularis, 1-ſperma. | | 


Specific Character and Synonyms. 


MERCURIALIS perennis caule ſimpliciſſimo, foliis ſcabris. 
| Linn. Syſt. Vegetab. ed. 14. Murr. p. 890. 
Sp. Pl. ed. g. v. 2. p. 1465. Fl. Suec. ed. 
2. u. 913. Hudſ. Fl. Angl. ed. 2. p. 435. 
Lightfoot Scot. v. 2. p. 621. 
MERCURIALIS Cynocrambe. Scop. Fl. Carn. ed. 2. p. 267. 
MERCURIALIS caule perenni ſimplici, foliis ovato-lanceo- 
latis hirſutis. Hall. Hit. u. 1601. 
MERCURIALIS perennis repens Cynocrambe dicta. Raii 
| Sn. ed. 3. p. 138. Dogs Mercury. | 
MERCURIALIS montana teſticulata, et Mercurialis montana 
ſpicata. Baub. Pin. p. 122. 
MERCURIALIS mas et fæmina ſeu Mercurialis repens. 
— J. B. II. 97 
MERCURIAL IS ſylveſtris Cynocrambe ditta Ro mas 
et femina. The/ordinary wilde Mercury 
or Dogs Mercury. Park. Th. p. 295. J. 1. 
| CYNOCRAMBE Dogs Mercurie. Ger. Herb. p. 263. 1, but 
not the figure; emac. p. 333. V 1. from 
Dodon: improperly repreſented andro- 
gynous. 


—__— 


i. 


In the third edition of Ray's Synopſis, Sir Hans SLOANE 
communicates\ a very particular account of the pernicious 
effects of this plant. It was (as appears from thence) gathered 
by the miſtreſs of a family i in the fields, (in agris are the words) 
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fried wich bacon, and eaten for ſupper, by the vile, the 


huſband, and three children: the children in about two bowre 


awaked out of their ſleep violently fick ; on being removed 
to the fire, they both vomited, and purged, and in about half 
an hour wards they again fell aſleep; two of them conti- 
nued in this ſtate of ſtupor for twenty-four hours, when they 
awaked, and after more copious evacuations recovered : the 
third child awaked not till the third day, and then juſt opening 


its eyes, was ſeized and carried off by convulſions. The man 


being of a robuſt conſtitution, was not ſo violently affeQed, 
but after a longer ſleep than uſual went about his buſineſs, 
feeling no other inconvenience than a burning heat in his chin, 
to aſſuage which, he was obliged, for the whole day, to apply 
cold water. The woman, Her being more than uſually op- 
preſſed with ſleep, found herſelf ill, and did not recover for 
ſeveral days. 

From ſo circumſtantial an account, it would appear that 
there was little doubt of the noxious quality of this plant to 
the human ſpecies ; yet it 1s remarkable, that this ſhould be 


the only inſtance of ſuch effects mentioned by authors, when 


the plant has by many been recommended as a pot- herb : ſuch 
violent effects do not appear to have been known to the 
ancients, by ſome of whom it is recommended as a laxative 
medicine. 


It appears to be well worth aſcertaining, whether it aQually 


poſſeſſes the poiſonous qualities here attributed to it, whether 
it be noxious early in the ſpring, or later in the ſummer, and 
whether it loſes them in boiling. 

Linxzvs in his Flora Suecica mentions it as being burtful 


to Sheep. Theſe uſcful animals are ſometimes found to all 
appearance poiſoned by cating ſome particular plant, which 
the farmer would do well to diſcover. 


As many poiſonous plants under proper management prove 
highly beneficial in the cure of diſeaſes, ſo it is not im- 
probable but this plant alſo in this way might make ample 
amends. | 

It has been obſerved by many that thoſe plants which change 
blue in drying, will generally dye blue ; this is remarkably 


the caſe with the preſent plant, nearly as much ſo as with the 
© Polygonum linctorium {ent to England from China, by the late 


ingenious and indefatigable Mr. BLAk ER, whoſe untimely death 
every fincere ſriend to this country muſt deplore : and was 


it to undergo a proper management, it is probable that it 


would produce an Indigo ſomewhat ſimilar to that which the 
Polygonum affords. 


The 


— 


The Dogs Mercury grows plenliſully in moſt woods, and 
under hedges, flowering from the end of March to the middle 


of May. It has a ſtrong, creeping, perennial root, like 
Couch-Graſs, whereby it may be readily diſtinguiſhed =o 


the annual Mercury. a 


The ancients have taken notice that this plant was of two 


ſexes, but they miſtook the female for the male. The culti- 
vation df the date-bearing Palm furniſhed the Egyptians with 


the firſt obſervations on the ſexes of plants : the fruit of the 


female was of the utmoſt importance, as it ſupplied many of 
them with the principal part of their food. The inhabitants 
of countries where Palms grow naturally, might eat the fruit 
regardlels of their manner of fructification, "but when other 
countries that were deſtitute of this ample proviſion of nature 
attempted to tranſplant and cultivate Palms, they muſt nece{- 
ſarily have been obliged to attend to the two kinds, the male, 
and the female, as the firſt bore no fruit, and the latter would 
prove barren if it were removed too far from the male. 

It does not appear that the Jews were acquainted with the 
ſexes of Palms, although they are often mentioned in the 
Bible, as growing in Judea ; but it was well known to 
TuzofuxAsrus, who deſcribes the method of (ijnpregnating 
the female bloom, with the farina of the male, in the ſame 
manner as modern travellers have ſeen it performed x. But 
although it is now two thouſand: years ſince this author wrote, 
no progreſs was made in demonſtrating the ſexual ſyſtem of 
plants until this preſent century, belore which time all the 
writers on Botany, inſtead of aſcertaining what plants were 
of different ſexes, mention male and female oaks, and other 


kinds of trees that have both male and female die on the 
ſame plants. 


The utility of this kind of knowledge appears in the 


management of the date-bearing Palm ; for want of attendin 
to it the cultivators of hemp frequently meet with conſiderable 


diſappointments, and it is probable that the planters of hops, 


by their cuſtom of deſtroying the male plants, may alſo be 
ſufferers. 


We do not remember that any of the early poets have 


mentioned the different ſexes, or mutual love of trees. Crav- 
DIAN, Who was well acquainted with Egypt, has very happily 
introduced it in his deſcription of the beautiful retreat of 
Venus, 1n the Ifland of 9 
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« Viount in Venerem a omniſque viciſſim 
% Felix arbor amat, nutant ad mutua palmæ 

« Federa, populco ſuſpirat populus ictu, 
Et platana platanis, alno aff bilat ulnus. 


Branches on branches twin'd compoſe the grove, 
And ſhoot, and ſpread, and bloſſom into love: 
The trembling Palms their mutual vows repeat, 
And bending Poplars bending Poplars meet : 
The diftant Platanes ſeem to preſs more nigh, 
Aud to the ſighing Alders Alders ſigh. 


EUSDEN., 


The reader will determine how far this tranſlation deſerves 


the cenſure that it lies under, and whether the following 


paſſage that accompanies it be worthy of its author.“ As 
" * Jowvers which are the loweſt of vegetables are the moſt gaudy, 
and do many times grow in great plenty at the bottom of ponds 


« and ditches.” Art of ſinking in Poetry, publiſhed by 


Pore. 
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Cryptogamia Filices. Linn. 
HEABÆ CAPILLARES ST „ ME 


ASPLENIUM SCOLOPENDRIUM. HarT's- 
| — TONGUE. 


* 
Generic Character. 


 FruQtificatio in lineolis diſci frondis ſparſis. 


Speciſic Chardifer and Synonyms. | 
ASPLENIUM Scolapendrium frondibus {mplicibus cordato- 


lingulatis integerrimis, ſtipitibus hirſutis. 
Linn. Fyſt. Vege lab. = bh. Murr. p. 932. 
Sp. Pl. ed. 3. p. 13. Once. ed 
| : 041- © a 6 ay ed. 2. p. 452. 
— Lightfoot Scot. v. 2. p. 660, Scop. H. Carn. 
ed. 2. v. 2. . 1261. | 
ASPLENIUM petiolis hirſutis, folio longe hneari-Janceolato, 
integerrimo, circa petiolum exfciſſo. Hall. 
Hiſt. u. 1695. 
7 LINGUA cervina officinarum. Banh. Pin. 383. 
SCOLOPENDRIA vulgaris. Trag. 
HEMIONITIS Fach/. Ic. 294. | 
PHYLLITIS Hart's-Toong. Ger. Herb. p. 976. 1 1. 
multifida. f 2. emac. p. 1138. F. 1. Rail 
Syn. ed. 3. p. 116. Hart's-Tongue. 7. bretk. 
2 
PHYLLITIS five Lingua Cervina 3 Ordinary Hart 8— 
ITIongue. Park, 75. p. 10416. 1. 


tt WIT 


The Hart's-Tongue is one of thoſe plants which {ome 
botanic writers have called Epiphyllo/perme, their ſeeds being 
produced on the back of the leaves; Linxzus, includes it 
in his claſs Cryptogamza, as neither. Stamina or Piſtilla are 
diſcoverable on it. The firſt appearance of fruttification that 
we obſerve are ſome little bags or caſes of .a yellowiſh, or 
whitiſh green colour, placed in rows, on the under tide of 
the leaves; on opening of which almoſt as ſoon] /as they "inal | 

viſible, 


viſible, we find the capſules or feed veſſels very numerous, 


ſtanding upright, and cloſe together ; at this time they appear 
of a green colour, as they approach towards maturity they 
change this for a deep brown ; the caſes then open lengthways 
in the middle, the two ſides by the protuſion of the capſules. 
are turned quite back, and wholly diſappear ; this membranous 
ſubſtance or caſe may be conſidered as ſimilar to the Calyptra 
in Moſles, or Calyx in other plants, ſerving to ſecure and 
defend the tender ſeed, and capſules, which being now become 
ripe, exhibit a moſt ftriking proof of that wiſdom which the 
benevolent Author of nature manifeſts in all the works of his 
creation. 5 5 

Each capſule or ſeed- veſſel conſiſts of three parts, firſt the 


footſtalk, which ſupports and connects it to the leaf, ſecondly 


the jointed ſpring, which nearly ſurrounds the third part, or 
cavity containing the ſeeds. . Y 

The ſeeds being ripe, the cavity containing them is forced 
open by the elaſticity of the jointed ſpring, and the ſeeds 
ſcattered, and thrown to a conſiderable diſtance, one half of. 
the cavity remaining connetted to one end of the ſpring, and 
the other half to the other end. 


Some of the capſules being ſooner ripe than others, diſ- 


charge their ſeed ſooner, ſo that it is a conſiderable time 
before they all become empty. On applying, for the firſt 


time, an entire row before the microſcope, I was immediately 
ſtruck with the motion that appeared in them, and afterwards 
found that the warmth of my breath occaſioned a great number 
of the capſules to keep continually diſcharging their ſeeds, ſo 
as almoſt to give them the appearance of life : the cloſeneſs of 
the capſules to each other, affording me but a confuſed idea 


of their ſtructure, I ſeparated them with the point of a pen- 


knife, from their connettion with the leaf, and again placed 
them before the microſcope, which then gave me a very 
different, and after a little examination a very clear idea of 
their ſtructure : many appeared with the ſeeds diſcharged, 
ſeveral in the aft of diſcharging them, and ſome as yet entire: 


it frequently happened that while 1 was intently looking at 
one which I expected would open, at the inſtant of diſcharging 


it would be carried out of my ſight by the ſtrength and elal- 
ticity of the ſpring, and it was not till after repeated trials 
that I was able clearly to obſerve the manner of their opening. 
The ſeeds are very numerous and fcarcely viſible to the naked 
eye; when magnified they appear of a roundiſh figure, and 
full of little projecting points. | 


3 „ Both 
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Both GRE w and SWAMMERDAM have given figures on this 
ſubject, but thoſe of SwammtrDan are by much the moſt 
natural. As a great deal of the ſatisfaction in viewing objects 
of this ſort depends on the kind, as well as goodneſs of the 
microſcope made uſe of; that none of my readers may be 
diſappointed in the experiments they make with this enter- 
taining inſtrument, they are informed that the microſcope 
which I uſe is that ſold in the ſhops by the name of Ellis 
aquatic Microſcope, and which is made for this and fimilar 


- purpoſes, with particular care and accuracy by Mr. GREOROE 


AvDans, of Fleet-Street, Mathematical-Inſtrument-Maker to 
the King. | 7 
Hart's-Tongue is moſt commonly found growing out of the 
fiſſures of rocks and ſtones, eſpecially in moiſt ſhady ſituations ; 
in the North of England we have obſerved it moſt plentifully 
in woods abounding with ſuch, in the more ſouthern parts 


often in deep ſhady lanes, and ſometimes in wells; in many 


parts of the Ifle of Wight it is particularly abundant, but 
about London it is rarely met with ; like moſt of the other 
ferns, its fruQtification is in the greateſt perfection from Auguſt 
to November. | 

The extremities of the leaves are ſometimes found divided 
into many ſegments, ſuch we have noticed in the Ifle of 
Shepey, this. variety has by ſome been called fingered Hart's- 


Tongue, as another variety in which the leaves are unuſually 


waved on the edge has been named curled Hart's-Tongue : the 


preternatural fulneſs of the leaf in this latter makes it ſuperior 
in beauty to the original, and renders it a deſirable plant for 
decorating of rock-work, beſides theſe two principal varieties 


ſeveral others are enumerated and figured by authors, eſpecially 


Dopon=zus, MorisoNn, and PrukEN ET, to whom we muſt 


refer ſuch of our readers as are deſirous of gaining more 


information reſpecting them. | 
As a medicine it is little eſteemed in modern practice. 
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glabra 


Pub. by W Cartir S*Oeo. Orofeent n 16. 1592 


Syngeneſia Polpgamia Aqualis, Lan. 
HER BRT FLORE COMPOSITO NATURA PLENO 
LACTESCENTES. Kaii. 


HyPOCHARIS GLABRA. SMALL-FLOWERED 
| HyPOCHARIS. 


© 
_ Generic Charadter. 


Receptaculum paleaceum. Cal. ſubimbricatus. Pappus plu- 
moſus. Liun. | | ele 


© Specific CharaFer and Synonyms. 
HYPOCHERIS zlabra calycibus oblongis imbricatis, caule 


ramolo nudo, foliis dentato-finuatis. Linn. 
Syſt. Vegetab. ed. 14. Murr. p. 721. SP. 
Pl. ed. 3. p. 1140. Hud}. Fl. od ed. 2. 
p. 347. Lightf. Scot. v. 1. p. 442. 
HIERACIUM foliis glabris ſemipinnatis. Hall. Catal. Pl. 
Gott, p. 421. HiPe. = addend, v. 3. p. 
| 181. 
IYPOCH ERIS chondrille folio, 8 flore. Vaill. af. 
1721. p. 214. 


HIERACIUM 3 dentis leonis folio oblongo glabro. 


Baub. Pin. 127. 
HIERACIUM parvum, in arenoſis naſcens, ſeminum pappis 


denſius radiatis. Raii Syn, ed. 3. p. 166. 
HIERACIUM minimum. Col. Eepbr. I. 27. ic. 


In the third edition of Ray's Synop/ts, there is an accurate 
account given of this plant, which he informs us he omitted 
in his Hi. Pl. not being certain at that period, whether it 
was not a variety of ſome other plant of the ſame family. 
It muſt be admitted that many of the plants of this claſs very 
much reſemble one another at firſt fight, whence the ſtudent is 
apt to conſider them as a difficult tribe; but however ſtrongly 
the objection of a ſimilarity of habit may be urged againſt the 
 Hypocheris glabra, whoever has once ſeen it in bloſſom will 
; never 
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never miſtake it for any other, the flowers being remarkably. 
ſmall for a plant of this kind, not exceeding the ſize of a 

ſilver threepence, while the heads containing the ſeeds are 
altogether as large in proportion to the ſize of the plant. 
This fimilarity of habit may be one cauſe why this plant is 


not oftener found, but a more particular one, perhaps, is the 


Mort period of the flower's expanſion, as it does not open till 
about nine o'clock in the morning, and ſhuts again about one 


or two in the afternoon. 


Lixx us and ALI ER's account of the ſeeds of this plant 


is very juſt, thoſe in the centre have foot-ſtalks, and thoſe in 


the circumference none, hence this plant unites thoſe genera 
whoſe characters are ten from this circumſtance. 

I have found this ſpecies of Hypochæris in tolerable abun- 
dance on Blackheath, particularly under Greenwich-Park wall, 


on the South ſide. 


By Rav it is mentioned to grow, on the authority of 
Doo, in the fields between Kingſton and Richmond; by 
Mr. Hupson about Briſtol ; near Norwich by Mr. P1tcu- 


FORD; and in Scotland, though rarely, by Mr. Licutroor ; 


it grows readily from the ſeeds which it ſcatters. 

It delights in a gravelly or ſandy ſoil and expoſed ſituation, 
and flowers in June. 

Sir Tnomas CULLUM and Mr. Crows, inform me that 


it is common in the turnip fields of Norfolk and Suffolk 


growing very — 
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Didynamia Gymnoſpermia, Linn. 
SUFFRUTICES ET HERBET VERTICILLATE. Hal 
Tv Mus Acinos. BASIL Turns. 

F | 
Generic Charager. 
Calycis bilabiati fauæ villis clauſa. 


$ peciſſe Character and Synonyms. 


THYMUsS Aciuos caulibus adſcendentibus, foliis dentato-ſerra- 
tis, calycibus baſi ventricoſis. | 
THYMUS Acinos floribus verticillatis, pedunculis unifloris, 
| caulibus ereftis ſubramoſis. Linn. Syt. Vegetab. 
ed. 14. Murr. p. 542. Sp. Pl. ed. 3. p. 826. 
Fl. Suec. ed. 2. u. 536. Scop. Carn. ed. 2. v. 1. 
u. 735. Hudſ. Fl. Angl. ed. 2. p. 263. Lightf. 
Scot. v. 1. P. 319. 3 5 
CLINOPODIUM foliis ovatis, acutis, ſerratis, flore foliis 
breviore. Hall. Hift. u. 237. | 
CLINOPODIUM arvenſe Ocimi facie. Bauh. Pin. p. 225. 
ACINOS multis. FJ. B. III. 2. 259. Rai Syn. ed. 3. p. 238. 
| Wild Baſil. 5 | 
CLINOPODIUM minus five vulgare. Field Baſill, or Bed's- 
foot Flower. Park. Th. p. 21. J. 1. 
- OCYMUM ſylveſtre. Wilde Baſill. Ger. Herb. p. 548. J. 1. 


emac. p. 675. J. 1. 


As there are only two ſpecies of Thyme growing wild in 
this Kingdom, and thoſe very different from each other, the 
young Botaniſt cannot be at a loſs in diſtinguiſhing them; the 
preſent ſpecies has a much greater affinity with the Thymus 
alpinus, figured by that accurate Botaniſt Prof. Jacguin, in 
his Fl. Auſtriaca, but differs from it in the ſize of its flowers, 
and the ſhape of its Calyx: the flowers of the alpinus are 
nearly twice as large as thoſe of the Acinos, and the Calyx of 
the latter has a protuberance at its baſe, which we do not find i 
either in the alpinus or Serpyllum ;. a white circular matck » | 1 

8 = 55 Mis ill 


the mouth of the flowers of the Acinos makes them obviouſly 
different from thoſe of wild Thyme. 

This plant, though rare in many parts of the Kingdom, „ 
frequent enough in Kent, and ſome other counties, growing 
chiefly in corn- fields, where the ſituation is dry, and the ſoil 
chalky. 

About Charlton it is found in abundance, flowering in July 
and Auguſt ; in the e it propagates itſelf readily By 

ſeeds. 

A variety with ahve flowers is ſometimes met with, it 
varies allo in hairineſs, and in the breadth of its leaves. 

The ſame agreeable aromatic flavour predominates in this, 
as in the Serpyllum, whence it is probable that their virtues 

are very ſimilar. 
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Ottanpria Monogynia, Linn. 


AxBORES ET FRUTICES.. Raii. 


Erica CINEREA. FINE-LEAVED HEATH, 


„ 
Generic Charadter. 2 


Cal. 4-phyllus. Cor. 4-fida. Filamenta receptaculo inſertaz 
Aniberæ biſidæ. Cap/. 4-locularis, 


Specific Character and Synonyms. 


ERICA cinerea antheris criſtatis, corollis pvatis, ſtylo ſubex- 
ſerto, foliis ternis, ſtigmate ciao Linn, Syſt. 
Vegetab. ed. 14. Murr. p. 366. Sp. Pl. ed. 3. 
p. 502. Hudſ. Fl. Angl. ed. 2. p. 165. Lightf. 
Scot. v. 1. P. 204. | 

ERICA humilis, cortice cinericco, arbuti flore. 

| 486. S | 

ERICA ternis per intervalla ramulis. Baub. Pin. p. 486. 

ERICA ramulis ternis, floribus ſaturatioribus purpureis. 
B. I. 357. 1 

ERICA i Ger. Herb. p. 1198. fig. 7. Small- 
leafed Heath. emac. 1382. fig. 7. Raii Syn. ed. g. 
P. 471. Fine-leaved Heath: Threlk. Syn. 

ERICA Coris folio. Cu. Hifi. 1. p. 43. v. vi. 

ERICA virgata five ſexta Cluſii. Park. Th. p. 1483. 8. 


Of the few ſpecies of heath which are found in our neigh- 


-bourhood, this produces the moſt lively and beautiful flowers; 


as an ornamental plant it is equal indeed to many of thoſe 
which are natives of the Cape, and kept in our Greenhouſes : 


it grows generally with the croſs-leaved and common Heath, 


preferring the drier parts of the ſoil, and flowers in July and 
Auguſt, | | | 
As it grows to a pretty conſiderable height, it is applicable 
to the ſame uſes as the common Heath. 

It is diſtinguiſhed from the fetralix by the fineneſs, ſmooth- 


neſs; and deep green colour of its leaves; its flowers allo | 


, grow more in ſpikes, and are of a deeper purple colour. 


Bauh. Pin. 


Such 
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Such as are deſirous of ha handſome healthy plants 
of this and our other Heaths, ſhould raiſe them from ſeed, 
which are carefully to be ſown in pots filled with finely- ſifted 
bog-earth ; the ſeedlings, when of a proper ſize, may be 
tranſplanted into the flower borders, Previouſly ed with 


: RS ſoil. 
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Decandria Trigynia, Linn. 


HERBEA PENTAPETALEA VASCULIFEREA. Naii. 


STELLARIA HoLOSTEA. GREATER 


STICUWORT. 
(I 


Generic Charager. 


Cal. 5- n patens. Petala 5, bipartita. Capſ. 1-locularis, 


polyſperma. 


ale CharaSer and Synonyms. 


STELLARIA Holoftea foliis lancedlatis ſerrulatis, petalis bi- 
fidis. Linn. Sy/t. Veg. ed. 14. Murr. p. 422. 
Sp. Pl. ed. 3. p. 603. Fl. Suec. ed. 2. u. 392. 
A Carn. ed. 2. u. 534. Hudſ. Fl. Angl. ed. 
P. 190. Lightf. Scot. v. 1. p. 229. 
ALSINE foliis 3 ciliatis. Haller Hif. n. 884. 
CARYOPHYLELUS holoſteus arvenſis glaber flore majore. 
Bauh. Pin. p. 210. Raii Syn. ed. 3. p. 346. 
The greater Stichwort. 


| GRAMEN Leucanthemum. Stichwort. Cer. Herb. p. 43. 


. 1. emac. p. 47. F 


| GRAMEN Leucanthemum majus. The greater Stichwort. 


1 Th. P. 1325. J. | Cs 


The Stellaria Holoſtea is a common plant! in the neigbour- 
hood of London, and with its white delicate bloſſoms enlivens 
our woods and hedges from April to June; its ſeeds are very 
beautiful, like thoſe of the common Chickweed, but larger: 
plants leſs ornamental frequently are introduced to our ſhrub- 


beries and plantations. 


A very pretty moth, called by the Aurelians, he leaf yellow 


.  Underwing, whoſe hiſtory is unknown, is by them frequently 


caught hovering over the Howers of this plant when the ſun 
ſhines forcibly. 
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Triandria Digynia. Linn. 
HERBEA GRAMINIFOLIA FLORE IMPERFECTO 
CULMIFEREZ. Ra. 


PoaAnnua. DwWART MEADOW-GRASs. 
; Generic Character. | 
Cal. 2-valvis, multiflorus. Spiculæ ovate: valvis margine 
ſcarioſis acutiuſculis. | 


Specific Character and Synonyms. 
POA annua panicula diffuſa angulis re&tis, ſpiculis obtuſis, 
culmo obliquo compreſſo. Linn. Spec. Pl. ed. 3. p. 99. 
Fl. Suec. ed. 2. u. 83. Syſt. Vegetab. ed. 14. Murr. p. 
| 113. Scop. Carn. ed. 2. p. 71. Lightf. Scot. v. 1. p. 97. 
POA annua panicula ſecunda patente, ramis binatis, culmo 
obliquo ancipiti Annual Meadow-Graſs. FHnd/on Fl. 
Angl. ed. 2. p. 42. Stilling fleet Miſc. Pl. 7. 
POA culmo infratto, panicula triangulari, locuſtis trifloris, 
glabris. Haller. Hiſt. u. 1466. | 
GRAMEN pratenſe paniculatum minus. Bauh. Pin. a. 
GRAMEN pratenſe minus ſeu vulgatiſſimum. Kaz. Syn. ed. g. 
p. 108. The moſt common Meadow-Grals. 
' GRAMEN minimum album. White Dwarfe Graſs. Ger. Herb. 
P. g. F. 2. emac. p. 3. ,. 2. 
GRAMEN pratenſe minimum album. Park. Th. p. 1156. 
fig. 4. The leaſt white Medow Graſſe. Park. Th. p. 
1156. fig. 4. I 


— 


There is no graſs better entitled to Ray's epithet of vulga- 
7;/imum than this, as it occurs almoſt every where, in meadows, 
gardens, at the ſides of paths, and on walls; when it grows in 
a very dry ſituation, it frequently does not exceed three inches, 
but in rich ſoils it often grows more than a foot in height; 
the florets are frequently green, but in open fields they acquire 
a reddiſh tinge. = 

It flowers during the whole of the ſummer, and even in the 
winter, if the weather be mild; April and May are however 
the months in which it principally puts forth its bloſſoms, in 
June its ſeeds are produced in the greateſt plenty, after this 
period, if the ſummer prove hot and dry, in ſituations not very 
moiſt, it is uſually burnt up, and little of it is to be ſeen till 
the rains of autumn make it vegetate afreſh, then it looks green 
and flouriſhing; if the winter prove ſevere, it is again deſtroyed; 
in the ſpring it recovers; thus we find, that in. paſtures it is 
very frequently verdant in the ſpring and autumn only. 1 


re 
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RN 


All authors deſcribe this graſs as an annual; it differs 
however very conſiderably from the other annual graſſes, they 
throw up their flowering ſtems, produce their bloſſoms and 
ſeeds, and then die away ; this, on the contrary, keeps con- 
tinually throwing out new ſhoots, and forming new flowers and 

ſeeds; and, if the ground be moiſt, a ſingle plant will remain 
growing in this manner throughout the year, ſo that we gene- 
rally find on the ſame plant young flowering ſtems and ripe 
ſeeds ; © hic ver aſſiduum atque alienis menſibus tas: and this 
appears to be one of the few vegetables we have, that in this 
circumſtance imitates the tropical plants. 

The Pog annua is one of the very firſt plants that makes its 
appearance on, and begins to clothe earth that has been diſ- 

turbed, or bared of its herbage ; this diſpofition makes it a very ; 
troubleſome weed in gardens, walks, pavements, &c. in ſome | 
of which fituations boiling water is occaſionally made uſe of as 
an expeditious mode of deſtroying it. 5 

Mr. STILLINGFLEET obſerves, that it makes the fineſt turf; 

that he has ſeen in High Suffolk whole fields of it without any 
mixture of other graſſes, and that as ſome of the beſt ſalt butter 
we have in London comes from that county, he apprehends it 
to be the beſt graſs for the dairy: from obſerving likewiſe 
that this graſs flouriſhed much more from being trodden on, he 
concludes, that frequent rolling muſt be very ſerviceable to it. 
The Laudable Society eſtabliſhed in London for the encou- 
ragement of Manufattures, Arts, and Commerce, ſenſible of 
the improvements which might be made in Agriculture, from 
a more general introduttion of the moſt uſeful Engliſh graſſes, 
have offered premiums to ſuch as ſhall give the beſt account of _. 
their cultivation; and the Poa annua, here figured, is one of 
thoſe they have ſelected, from its appearing to them to be one 
of the moſt uſeful. = 
| Mr. STILLINGFLEET's endeavours to promote the agricul- 
1 ture of his country, will endear his name to poſterity ; we are 
| not however to place ah implicit confidence in all that he ad- 
vances on the ſubjett of Britiſh graſſes ; his reaſoning in ge- 
| neral is juſt, his experience often defeQtive :—a graſs which is 
1 very apt to loſe its verdure in winter and ſummer, cannot make 
4 the fineſt turf; ſuch is the Poa annua : as far as it goes, the 
| Poa annua is undoubtedly a good graſs for cattle, but its pro- 
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| - duce 1s too trifling to make it the beſt graſs for the dairy ; in 
'Þ indifferent ſoils it yields comparatively nothing, in fertile ones 
I fit is ſoon obliterated by more luxuriant herbage, it may anſwer 
4 very well to ſow with other ſeeds when land is laid down to 
3 ' graſs, as it will produce an immediate verdure, but it muſt not 
1 be depended on as the future and principal crop for the ſeveral 


reaſons already aſſigned. 
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Dftandria Trigynia, Linn. 

HERBZ FLORE IMPERFECTO SEU STAMINEO 
(VEL APETALO POTLUS). Rat. 


PoLYGONUM BisTORTA. BISTORT, or 
SNAKEWEED, 
: 
Generic Character. 


* 


Cal. o. Cor. 5- partita, calycina. Sem. 1. angulatum. 


Specific Character and Synonyms. 
POLYGONUM Biſtorta caule ſimpliciſſimo monoſtachyo, 


foliis ovatis, in petiolum decurrentibus. 
Linn. Syſt. Vegetab. ed. 14. Murr. p. 376. 
Sp. Pl. ed. 3. p. 516. Hudſ. Fl. Angl. ed. 2. 
P. 168. Biſtort Knot-Graſs. Lightf. Scot. 
v. 1. P. 206. 


POLYGONUM radice lignoſa contorta, en ovata, foliorum 


| petiolis alatis. Hall. Hift. u. 1359. 
BISTORTA major radice minus intorta. Bauh. Pin. P. 192. 
BISTORTA major. Ger. Herb. p. 322. Snakeweede. emnac. 
p. 399. F. 1. Raii. Syn. ed. 3. p. 147. 
The greater Biſtort or Snakeweed. 

BISTORTA major vulgaris. Park. Th. p. 392. f. 1. Great, 
Biſtorte or Snakeweede. 


_—_ 


When a plant not intended to be cultivated, in any reſpe& 
prevents the growth of one which is the object of cultivation, 
ſuch a plant, however beautiful, may with propriety be called 
a weed; nor will the elegance or utility of the Biſtort ſecure 
it, in the eſtimation of the F armer, from that appellation. 

This plant generally grows in moiſt meadows, and flowers 
in May and June; when it has once taken root, it propa- 
gates very faſt, and will frequently form large patches, to the 
excluſion of a conſiderable portion of the graſs, nor is it de- 


ſtroyed but with the greateſt difficulty: happily our Farmers 


about town are pretty much {ſtrangers to this plant, as it is met 
with but rarely. It grows plentifully in a meadow by the fide 
of Biſhop's-Wood, near Hampſtead ; and my obliging friend, 
Dr. ALLEN, informs me, that he has found it plentifully about 
Batterſea. 


As 


e — 
n. 
— r — * 


* 2 


= — — . —— 
N 3 8 £ 


As an aſtringent medicine, the Biſtort appears to poſſeſs | 
conſiderable virtue, and as ſuch may with propriety be made 
uſe of in all caſes where aſtringents are required; but more 
particularly in long-continued evacuations from the bowels, 
and other diſcharges both ſerous and ſanguineous. It is re- 
commended alſo to faſten teeth which are looſe, and may be 
uſed either in powder, infuſion, or extract: if it could be 
procured in ſufficient quantity to make it anſwer, it might well 
be applied to the purpoſe of tanning leather. 

In fome parts of England, the leaves are eaten as a pot-herb. 

As many forts of cattle are ſaid to feed readily on the leaves 
of the Biſtort, it may not in grazing-land be ſo injurious as 
we have been led to ſuppoſe. 

HALLER deſcribes it as being ſometimes found with bulbs | 


in the ale of the leaves. 


The form of its root rarely correſponds with its name of 
Biftorta, though many authors have ingeniouſly contrived to 
make it do ſo. ; 

The Biſtorta major radice magis intorta of C. BAu RH. figured 
in the Hort. Eyſt. is a ſtrong variety of our plant, perhaps a 
ſpecies; its leaves are more pointed, and its flowering ſpikes 
larger: as it blows through molt of the ſummer months, it may 
be regarded as a very ornamental perennial of eaſy culture. 
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Polyadelphia Polyandria, Lynn. 


HERARBT PENTAPETALA VASCULIFERA. Nai. 


 HyetRicumM PERFORATUM. COMMON 


ST. Joun's-WorrT. 
5 


Generic Character. 


Cual. g -partitus.  Petala 5. Filamenta multa, in 5 phalanges baſi 
connata. Capyula. 


Specific Character and Synonyms. 


HYPERICUM perforatum floribus trigynis, caule ancipiti, 
foliis obtuſis pellucido-punctatis. Linn. Syſt. 
Vegetab. ed. 14. Murr. p. 701. Sp. Pl. ed. 
3. P. 1105. H. Suec. ed. 5 1. 680. Scopoli. 
Carn. ed. 2. u. 944. Hudſon Fl. Angl. ed. 2. 
P. 333. Lightfoot Scot. v. 1. p. 416. 

HY PERICUM caule terete, alato, ramoſiſſimo, foliis ovatis, 
perforatis. Haller Hiſt. u. 1037. 

HYPERICUM vulgare. Baub. Pin. p. 279. 


HYPERICUM vulgare. Ordinary St. John' Wort. p. 572. 


. 1 
HYPERICUM. Saint John s-Wort. Ger. Hers. p. 432. emac. 


P. 539. J. 1. Raii Syn. ed. 3. p. 342. St. 
John's-Wort. 


It very often happens chat — of the minute parts of the 
fructiſication afford a more obvious, certain, and conſtant mark 
of ſpecific difference than is to be found in any other part of 
the plant, and we have a remarkable inſtance of this in the 
plant before us. A little gland, of a black colour, placed on the 


| top of the antheræ, at one view diſtinguiſhes this ſpecies, - 


without any further inveſtigation® ; did ſuch obvious diſtinc- 
tions prevail in all plants, a knowledge of them might with 
much eaſe be acquired; and, fortunately, we ſhall. find on 
examination, that ſuch marks more frequently occur than is 
generally imagined : whenever they do lo, we ſhall not fail to 


remark them. | 


* A fimilar gland, but ſmaller, is fourd allo on the anthers of the Hyper. 
guadrangalum, which ſee, : 
The 
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The apparent perforation of the leon from whence this 
ſpecies is named, is not peculiar to it alone.” - 

Although, in the preſent practice, this officinal plant does 
not ſeem to be much regarded, yet its ſenſible qualities, and 
the repeat teſtimonies of its virtues, entitle it, as Dr. CulIEN 
obſerves, to further trials: to the taſte it is aſtringent and 
bitter, and its effects ſeem to be chiefly diuretic : from pol- 
ſeſſing properties which have generally been called balſamic, 
it has been uſed as a vulnerary in external wounds and in- 
ternal hæmorrhages; for the former purpoſe, the tops of the 
plant with the flowers are infuſed in oil; and for the latter, an 
infuſion of the plant is made in the manner of tea: it has like- 
wiſe been given in ulcerations of the kidneys, and has even 
been ſuppoſed to poſſeſs virtues as a febrifuge. 

It has had the ill fate to be abuſed by the ſuperſtition of 
the common people in France and Germany, who gather it 


with great ceremony on St. John's day, and hang it in their 


windows, as a certain charm and defence againſt ſtorms, thunder, 


and evil ſpirits; miſtaking the meaning of fome medical writers, 


who have fancifully given this plant the name of Fuga Dæ- 
monum, becaule they ſuppoſed, if given internally, it was a good 


| medicine for maniacal and hypochondriacal diſorders. 


The dried plant boiled with alum, dyes wool of a yellow 
colour. It is a common herb by hedge ſides, on the borders 
of fields, and in fields but ſeldom tilled, flowering i in 1 
and September. : 


2 Renee N 


A 1 * = ST 
A 8 
W e {/ x 


-_ pardon) 


* 


er 


es 


re 

K's e £ . 

N n 
» 


* 


Pub. by Woarcic S* Geo: Crefemnt Mar: eggs ., 


Ty es > og nes ID Wer ee 
1 * —— — 


e 


Didynamia Gymnoſpermia, Lin. 
SUFFRUTICES ET HERBA VERTICILLATE. MNaii. 


LA 1UM ALBU M. WHITE ARCHANGEL, 
or DEAD-NETTLE. © | 


* i | 
Generic Chara@er. 


Corollæ lab. ſup. integrum, fornicatum ; lab. infer, 2-lobum ; 
faux utrinque margine dentata. Linn. e 


| Specific Character and Synonyms. 


LAMIUM album foliis cordatis acuminatis ſerratis petiolatis, 
verticillis vigintifloris. Linn. Sy. Veget. ed. 14. 
Murr. p. 534. Sp. Pl. ed g. U. 2. p., 809. Fl. 
Suec. n. 520. SFropoli. Fl. Carniol. ed. 2. u. 700. 
Hudſon Fl. Angl. ed. 2. p. 255. Lightfoot Scot. 

V. 1. P. 308. 0 rh OG 
LAM IUM foliis cordatis, acutis, ſerratis, verticillis multifloris. 

8 Faller Hiſt. u. 271. 8 
LAMIUM album non fztens folio oblongo. Baub. Pin. p. 231. 
LAMIUM vulgare album five Archangelica flore albo. Park. 
755. p. 604, 6 | 
LAMIUM album. White Archangel. Ger. Herb. p. 567. f. 1. 
enmac. p. 702. ,. 1. Raii Syn. ed. 3. p. 240. 

GALEOPSIS ſeu Urtica iners folio et flore minore. F. B. III. 
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The white Archangel or Dead-Nettle is'one of our earlieſt 
as well as moſt common ſpring plants, ornamenting our banks 
in April and May. | | | 
Bees reſort to it much for the ſake of its honey, which is 
ſecreted into the bottom of the tube of the Corolla, in con- 
ſiderable quantity, by a little gland ſurrounding the baſe of the 
Germen. „ | 
The flowers have been particularly celebrated in uterine 
lluors, and other female weakneſſes, as alſo in diſorders of the 
lungs ; but they appear to be of very weak virtue, Lewis's 


Dip. 
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Diſp. p. 163. The bruiſed leaves are recommended to dif. 
cuſs tumours, even of the icrophulous kind, Rut?, Mat. Med. 
P. 271. but very little dependance 1 1s to be placed on ſuch re- 


commendations; there is ſcarcely a plant but what (if we may 


believe the ancients) poſleſſes ſome wonderfully healing power 
of his kind. 

Like the other Lamiums, it has a diſagreeable ſmell when 
bruiſed: Bavnix's name of non Jetens does not therefore 
ſtrictly apply to it. 

Boys make whiſtles of its ſtalks. | 

In the South of France it is ſaid to occur with a purple 
flower; we have frequently tound the bloſſoms ſlightly Caged 
with red. 

The Phalena Chryſitis, Burniſhed braſs Moth, Linn. *. 
Suec. p. 311. Alb. Inf. t. 71. feeds on it; and in Sweden, the 
leaves are eaten in the ſpring as a pot-herb, Linn. Fl. Suec. 

Having a ſtrong creeping perennial root, which increaſes 
much, and' being a plant which cattle diſlike, it ſhould be ex- 
tirpated by the Farmer. 

We poſſeſs a variety of tis plant whoſe flowers hows a 
tendency to be double, though irregularly ſo ; an inſtance, 
ve believe, very rare in flowers of this claſs. 
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Pentandria Monogynia, Linn. 


Hun FRUCTU SICCO SINGULARI FLORE 
*MONOPETALO. Mai. * 


covorvunus ARVENSIS. - Pres 
B1iNDWEED. 


* P 
Generic Character. 


Cor. campanulata, plicata, Sign. 2. Cap/. ee 
diſpermis. Linn. | 


Specific Character and Synonyms. 


CONVOLVULUS arvenſis foliis ſagittatis utrinque acutis, 

8 pedunculis ſubunifloris. Linn. Syft. Veg. 
ed. 14. Murr. p. 200. Sp. Pl. ed. 3. p. 
218. Fl. Suec. n. 181. Scop. Carn. ed. 2. 
. 78. Hudſon Fl. Angl. cd. 2. p. 88. 
Small Bindweed. Lightfoot Scot. v. 1. p. 
14 

CONVOLVULUS foliis ſagittatis, lateſcentibus, petiolis uni- 
floris, ſtipulis remotis ſubulatis. Hall. 
Hiſt. n. 664. 

 CONVOLVULUS minor arvenſis. Bauh. Pim FS 

CONVOLVULUS minor albus vulgaris. Park. Th. p. 170. 
The common {mall Bindweede and pur- 
pureus, 4. P. 171. allo. Raz Syn. ed. 3- 
P. 275. Small Bindweed. 

SMILAX lenis minor. Small gentle Bindweed. Ger. Hers. P. 


712. . 2. emac. p. 861. Te. 
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Beautiful as this plant appears to the eye, experience proves 


it to have a moſt pernicious tendency in Agriculture; the field 
of the ſlovenly farmer bears evident teſtimony of this, nor is 
the garden wholly exempt from its inroads. 

The tollowing experiment may ſerve to ſhew what precau- 
tion is neceſſary i in the introduction of plants into a garden, 
eſpecially when we want them to. grow in ſome particular | 
ſituation, as on a rock for inſtance. 

T empted by the beautiful appearance which I had often 
obſerved ſome banks to aſſume from being covered in the 
autumn with the flowers ot this Convoly ulus, I . twelve 


feet 
8 


1 


feet of a bank in my garden, which was about four feet in 
height, with ſome roots of it; it was early in the ſpring, and 
the ſeaſon was remarkably dry, ſo that I ſcarcely. expected 
them to grow; but a wet ſeaſon coming on, all apprehenſions 


on that ſcore vaniſhed, for they quickly covered the whole 


ſurface of the bank, to the almoſt total extirpation of eve 
other plant. It being a generally received opinion, that if a 
plant be cut down cloſe to the ground, it would thereby be 
deſtroyed, or very much weakened, I was determined to try 
the validity of this opinion by an experiment, and accordingly 
the whole of the Convolvulus was cut down ſomewhat below 
the ſurface of the earth; in about a month, the bank was co- 
vered with 1t thicker than before: I then had recourſe to a 
' ſecond cutting, and afterwards to a third; but all theſe were 
inſufficient, for now at this preſent writing (Auguſt) the bank 
is wholly covered with 1t, nor do I expett to deſtroy it but by 
| levelling the, bank and taking out the roots. 

This experiment ſeems to confirm a generally-received opi- 
nion in Agriculture and Gardening, viz. that the cutting down 
of ſuch plants as have creeping roots rather tends to make 
them ſpread further. than to deſtroy them; which latter can 
only be effected by eradication“. | „ 

It is ſeldom that this plant is highly prejudicial to meadows 
or paſtures, but many fields of corn are every year deſtroyed 
by it or rendered of little value. | | 

It flowers from July to September ; the bloſſoms vary con- 
ſiderably in their colour, being ſometimes quite white, but 
moſt commonly painted more or leſs with a lively red; ſome 
of them have a purple eye in. the bottom of the Corolla, which 
renders them much more beautifulF. | | 

Linxzvus's character of this plant, pedunculis unifloris, does 
not always hold good, the peduncles being frequently branched, 
and ſupporting two or three flowers. Rav enumerates two 
varieties of this Convolvulus, viz. | 


Convolvulus arvenſis minimus, and 
- flore minimo ad unguem fere ſecto, 


both of which are rarely met with; the firſt we once found in 
Batterſea helds. 05 1 


* Repeated mowing will indiſputably deſtroy many troubleſome plants, as 
the Carduus arvenſes ; | bet there are others, ſuch as the preſent one, Triticum 
repens, and ſome others, which ſhooting quickly after mowing, thereby recover 
and preſerve themſelves. | | 

If the roots of this or any other of its varieties were placed in a pot of 
earth in the ſpring, with ſome twigs for the ſtalks to run up, they would be 

highly ornamental when in flower er re Te 7 4 


